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INTERNATIONAL APPAIRS 


SOVIET HEGEMONY IN EASTERN EUROPE DISCUSSED 
Frankfurt/Main PRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 6 Jan 81 p & 


[Report by Viktor Meter: “Just as Under the Turks in the Old Daye--Eastern Europe 
Under Soviet Hegemony" | 


[Text] Prague, January 1981--Milovan Djilae expressed the opiniun recently that ae 
regards duration and type of rule the establishment of the Soviet communist dominion 
over Eastern Burope could be compared only to the Turkish assault of the olden days. 
In 1526 the Battle of Mohace opened for the Turks the way to central Europe, and only 
after the uneucceseful siege of Vienna did the “rollback” begin. Just as Turkish 
rule in those days, communist domination caused the affected peoples at least to lag 
behind the general otandard of civilization and culture and in vome cases even to 
drop back in absolute terme. 


Here in Prague, which externally etill creates such a central European impression, 
one is inclined to aseume a dropping back in absolute terms. The Czechs nave an 
excuse, however: shortly before the “Turkish assault" of the foviets they had fallen 
victim to another forcible suppression--the Hitlerite one. Twe such catastrophes in 
one generation are too much for a sensitive emall nation which in che first republic 
firet had to create « leadership etratum and, in accordance with the Masaryk exemplar, 
thought it had found it in the intellectuals. The tougher, less demanding Slovaks are 
having it a little easter. 


Love for the Soviet Union, Politburo member Bilak proclaims in Prague again and again, 
ie the criterion of “proletarian internationaliem" and thus of communist consciousness. 
The rule of native proselytes wae aleo particularly owerous under the Turks. Such 
people are always afraid that lenient exercise of power by the aultan might endanger 
them firet of all. Often subjugation and exploitation were mcst oppressive wherever 
the Turks wielded their power indirectly, as for example in the Danubian principalities. 
Yugoslavia, on the other hand, may be seen ae an example of “proselytes” adhering in 
part to an adopted faith even after they have escaped the sulta x's rule. 





A lot of thought has been devoted to the nature of Soviet communist rule over Eastern 
Europe. The Soviets cannot quite manage their subjects, and thie endangers world 
peace. Evidently thie is what wae meant by the onetime U.S. presidential assistant 
Sonnenfeldt (who will perhape soon resume an official position again) when he made the 
statement, so often misunderstood, almost 5 years ago that the Soviets were not 
capable of creating any “organic relations” in Eastern Europe and, as a result, con- 
etantly conjured up a threat in international affairs. 








Nie cemarke in part were interpreted at the time as signaling disinterest in Bastern 
Europe on the part of the leading Weetern power, Yugoslavia end Romania regarded 

them ae an offer for fixing the division of the world into blocs, A contribution to 
such reactions probably wae the fact that almost at the same time Suslov newly pro- 
claimed his dogmatic definition of “proletarian internationalien.” Many Rast European 
volces that were taking aim at Sonnenfeldt at the time actually meant Suslov. 


Basically Sonnenfeldt only stated facts. At the latest since 1955, since the Hun- 
gatian crisis, the West hae recognized de facto the sole rule by the Soviets over 
Eastern Europe. It wae the Europeans who then in Helsinki and later in the Eastern 
treaties insisted to a far greater degree than the Americans that thie should also 
be laid down in writing. Egon Bahr, with such utterances as he made recently con- 
cerning the benefit of mutual adherence to alliances, has remaired consistent here. 
Sonnenfeldt's theses, o: the other hand, permit the interpreta.ion of the Soviets 
being asked at long las to grant their East European subjects more or less colerable 
political and economic living conditions ase the only possible wey of letting a 
security system euch as the Heleinki one become effective. The quiet collapse of 
thie concept of a system in the light of Afghanistan and then Polend and also the 
collapse, “nected with it, of the attempts by Giscard and Schmidt to make inter- 
national policy appesa -. cor*'rm thie view. 


Sovict domination of Eastern Europe today too (hence the temptation to compare it to 
the urkish domination) is oriented solely toward absolute, direct and brutal exercise 
of power. Tearist Russia in the late 18th and early 19th century and even later, in 
Finland, in the Baltic and even i. Poland, was more subtle--to ics benefit. Under 

Tear Alexender I, there even was a time, albeit brief, when liberal political ideas 
flowed from Russia to Europe. Hardl, anyone would consider this possible today. After 
the Hitler-Stalin pact of 1939, the Soviet Union interpreted the "influence" it was 
conceded in Eastern Europe to be exclusively direct and total domination. Thus it 
pushed the Finns or he Romat.ians to the German side, as the “lesser evil.” Later 

the Soviets maintained that Eastern Europe was an approach area for attacks against 

the Soviet Union, which therefore had to be »ept under complete ccntrol, without the 
possibility of an independent life and with a break with inherited national traditions. 


After the between-the-ware period, so important for national emancipation, this meant 

a sertous setback for the nations affected. Soviet rule in some respects was even 

more primitive in design then that of the Turks. Imposing on East Europeans altogether 
a wretched econo. ’* system, it had to forgo within a short period even the advantage 

of fiecal exploitation tv which the Turks had resorted to a substantial degree. 
Stalin's concept of a self-sufficient “socialism in one's own courtry" was trans- 
ferred to the countries of eastern and southern Europe. Czechoslovakia, which had 
already been inciuded in the European division of labor, had itself to take measures 

to become more primitive economically. 


In the beginning the Soviet Union still supported its concept wich cheap raw materials. 
But then thie ceased, and the East Europeans were left on their own with the disregard 
of economic laws that had been imposed on them, the unprofitable steelworks and the 
ruined agriculture. It makes little difference that in Poland--as also in Yugoslavia-- 
the collectivization of farmers did not succeed. Considering this a defeat, the 
functionaries tried at lest not to have the “kulaks” get rich. Brezhnev and Kosygin 
never supported reform. “hey did not carry out any of their own and long observed 

with distrust those of otners, such as the Hungarians. 











Now the Soviet Union te confronting in Poland the ruin of ite own politics, No one 
wante to dispute its right to anything or interfere in ite security interests, and 

yet, after already having aroused worldwide opposition over Afghanistan, it te reacting 
with almost pathological nervousness against the changes and compromises in Poland, 
Extreme rigidity is going hand in hand with an inability to support ite own policies 
economically. The feeling of “encirclement” which appears to be spreading increasingly 
among the Soviet leadership because of the committed mistakes ;robably is already 

due to phenomena to degeneration of the system. 


It ie significant that except for Prague and East Berlin none of the Soviet 
satellites now basically has any uee for these policies any longer. In 1968 thie was 
not yet eo. Sonnenfeldt recently elucidated his former theses by pointing to the 
need for a “finlandization" of Eastern Europe--that is, domestic political autonomy 
of the Eastern European countries while fully maintaining Soviet security interests. 
The Soviet Union, however, apparently prefers even in its own secured sphere of power 
to con{ure up confrontation and danger for world peace by taking extreme stands. 


8790 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


SSR MINISTER DISCUSS"S NATLONAL COMMITTEES 
Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 21 Nov 80 p 3 
|Article by Stefan Lazar, SSR minister of the interior] 


|Text) in the forthcoming conclusion of the final year of the Sixth Five-Year Plan, 
all party, state and economic organs and organizations of our entire society concen- 
trate their attention on fulfilling the economic and social program, adopted at the 
iSth CPCZ Congress. in this effort an especially important role is played by the 
nation.’ committees. During the entire course of socialist development the national 
committees, under the leadership of the CPCZ, presented themselves as an important 
political force playing a major role in the revolutionary successes in our country's 
development. This is demonstrated by the results of the great work they perform in 
many areas of social activity. 


it is a telling fact that the national committees are in charge of one-third of the 
budget earmarked tor housing construction, services, education, culture, health, 
social security, road transportation and other sectors of the state administration. 
One of the most valuable results of their creative application of the policy laid 
down by the CPCZ is the development of socialist democracy and the involvement of 
the broad masses of the working people in the administration of state and public 
affairs. tn this way the people di: ectly participate in democratic decisionmaking 
as well as in managing our huge material resources. Through their creative initia~- 
tive, the national committees significantly contribute to the realization of the 
National Front's election programs which are based on the basic goals of the party's 


policy. 


Thin characteristic of the election programs is underlined by the fact that these 
programs originated in pre-election rallies, in other words, they are based on 
social needs and possibilities and are injected with new ideas every year. True, 
the most important fact is that these programs are being realized with the direct 
participation of hundreds of thousands of our people. During the last 4 years 
alone, they have created a value of over Kes 7 billion within the framework of a 
beautification action in the SSR. This represents hundreds of public facilities 
which improve conditions for a rich cultural-social and public life. We appreciate 
these huge material assets. However, at the same time we also emphasize their 
moral-political significance because they prove that the overwhelming majority of 
our people are sincerely interested in progress, and in the faster building of a 
developed socialist soctety. 














Lubor Kesvrves Must Be Used More Effectively 


While we apprectate the work of the national committees which cooperate with the 
organizations of the National Front in social development, we do not want to deny 
that the national committees could do more in improving the effectiveness of their 
political-educational and economic-organizational work. The strategic task of the 
L5th CPCZ Congress--which was specifically emphasized at the 14th and 15th plenums 
of the CPC7 Central Committee and at subsequent plenums, namely, to improve quality, 
effectiveness and frugality in every sector of our life--is fully applicable also 

to the national committees. 


in the fulfiilment of this task, the national committees can rely on an important 
dvcument adopted by the CPCZ Central Committee Presidium in April 1979 which 
specifies the complex tasks of their further development. A specific characteris- 
tic of the activities of the national committees as territorial organs of state 
power and aduinsitration is their complex relationship with the economic, politi- 
cal, social and cultural lite of citizens and with all those changes required in 
the prece-« of building a developed socialist society. Consequently, in the years 
to come as well, the © ther strengthening of the class character of the national 
committees and improvement of their work is necessary for an effective development 
of socialist democracy. ‘rue, the strengthening of the leading role of the CPCZ 
hax a decisive intluence on the overall effective function of the national commit- 
tees, their elected organs, their apparatus and the citizens’ aktivs. All this 
alwo calls for higher demands o: communists, both as deputies and staff workers of 
the national committees. Much depends on their political work, personal adherence 
to principled attitude, and their alb.lity to serve as an example because only in 
this way is it possible to successfully implement the party's policy and the resolu- 
tions of the highest party organs in practice. Related to this is a duty of leading 
functionaries to critically uncover reserves and shortcomings in the work of the 
national committees, improve the political and technical qualifications of de uties 
and ataft workers, and train people in the solution of not only current, but a’so 
future demanding tasks. 


Evaluating the results of the Sixth Five-Year Plan to date, we can easily identify 
1 need tor a better relationship of the plenary meetings, councils, commissions 
and other organs of the national committees with the all-societal tasks in the 
interest of a comp'ex development of the territorial units within which they work. 
A positive characteristic is undoubtedly also the fact that the overwhelming 
mijority of some 62,000 deputies of the national committees in the SSR are still 
very active as the end of their current term approaches. These deputies are en- 
paged in a creative search for 3 of solving the existing problems. They 
regularly meet with their const .tuents, report to them on their work, and respect 
their suggestions and recommendations. 





We Must Be More Sensitive to the Needs of Our Citizens 


However, it is necessary to state openly that we have not achieved everywhere the 
improvement necessary in the work of the technical apparatus of the national com- 
mittees. Particularly, we have been unable to eliminate all red tape, superfluous 
paperwork and unsensitive attitude toward the justified claims citizens. The large 
number of the letters which the working people address to party and control organs 











ae well as to national committees demonstrates the sincere incerest in eliminating 
from our lives everything which slows down progress. Hence, it is a duty of fune- 
tionaries, especially of kraj and okres national committees, to solve with more 
determination all cases of irresponsible work, slapdash, ind.fferent and wasteful 
work and direct violations of laws to which our working people refer in their 
letters. 


Even when the nationel committees on the whole fulfill each year the tasks of the 
Sixth Five-Year Plan, this does not rean that in their activity they do not encoun- 
ter problems and are free of shortcomings. For a long time now the achievement of 
better results has been slowed down by shortages in material-technical supply, 
delayed deliveries of technological equipment, delays in territorial and planning 
preparations of construction projects and ineffective measures to reduce the number 
of unfinished construction projects and hasten completion of plants. It is also 
necessary to manage better the working time fund and strictl. observe financial and 
planning discipline. 


In the struggle to improve the effectiveness and quality of work of the organiza- 
tions managed by the national committees, it is necessary in the first place to 
reveal those shortcomings and reserves which have subjective characteristics. This 
means to improve che quality, selection and volume of services, and improve the 
situation in car tepairse and tourism. This, to a certain extent, depends on intra- 
enterprise management and control. We must not see the only panacea in capital 
construction or blame everything on the shortage of spare parts. After all, the 
local economy in Slovakia has at its disposal basic production funds in the amount 
of Kes 4.5 billion. Even if we admit a need for further modernization of local 
economy plants and workshops, it is certainly possible to achieve better results 
with what we have right now. The same can be said about the enterprises of the 
Czechoslovak State Automobile Transportation and the Czechoslovak Automobile Repair 
Shops which have great possibilities to achieve better results, especially by sav- 
ing fuel, utilizing tneir vehicles more effectively, as well as repairing parts. 

lu the years to come it will be necessary more than ever to pay attention to 
efficiency and saving fuel, electric power, raw materials, etc. This can be better 
understood if I state that up to one-fifth of the entire consummtion of all types 
of power in Slovakia is used by buildings managed by the naticnal committees. 
Naturally, we cannot discuss these questions now. However, these problems must be 
effectively solved in harmony with the Set of Measures for Improving the Planned 
Management System of the National Economy After 1980. 


Need to Realize the Demands Contained in the Document of the ?residium of the CPCZ 
Central Committee 





The problems to be dealt with by the national committees are in the drafting pro- 
cess of the Seventh Five-Year Plan worked out on the basis of the aforementioned 
document of the Presidium of the CPCZ Central Committee of Apri! 1979. What are 
the most important questions in this respect? The document emphasizes the need to 
increase the role of the national committees in coordinating the economic and 

social development of territorial districts through the system of regiona' planning. 
Our important duty is--following the main trend of the Set of Measures--to primarily 
improve the situation in the plan and budget indices and econumic instruments. We 
must also improve the quality of technical management according to the nature of 











the sector as far as relations toward enterprises and organizations tor which the 
national committees are responsible are concerned. We must also eliminate short- 
comings in the individual sectors of work of the national committees insofar as 
they are under the direction of ministries and other centra) organs of the state 
adminiatration. Within the framework of these measures the responsibility of the 
ministries grows ever during the drafting of the plan and budget of the national 
committees as well as during the detailed breakdown of tasks cond subsequent control 
thereof. 


In addition, the aforementioned document of the presidium of che CPCZ Central Com- 
mittee also serves as a base for solving problems related to the effectiveness of 
the work of the national committees in focal point communities and cities. This is 
quite natural because the ever-growing participation of our people in the adminis- 
tration and management of our society is linked to the process of strengthening 

the jurisdiction and position of the national committees. iwproving the system of 
national committees, starting with their lower level, is in line with the important 
task spelled out at the 15th CPCZ Congress which emphasized the need to improve the 
effectiveness of work of the national committees in large cities, new sett lements 
and foca’ »oint communities. We are also correctly reacting io structural changes 
in the resettleme.. ,.'icy ‘" our country. The movement of people to large cities 
and focal point communities also requires a necessary concentration of services, 
educational and health ficilities, cultural and adult education institutions and, 
last but not least, dynamic housing construction. For all practical purposes we 
are witnessing the creation ot large territorial units. During the last few years 
this has become a permanent tres in development. This, too, puts higher demands 
on the national committees, whic, must, under new and more challenging conditions, 
better execute their functions and ~eet the justified demands of our citizens. 














In this connection it is necessary to emphasize the personal responsibility of 
functionaries and deputies of the national committees for the implementation of 
these important obligations and for their entire work. Comrade Vasil Bilak stated 
the following at che 15th plenum of the Crc? Central Committee: "Responsible 
workers, organs and organizations must be evaluated not only «according to the way 
in which they have broken down the directives or according to the number of lectures 
or schools they organized or visited but, in the first place, according to the con- 
erete results of their work.” No formalism, especially in tne political-education 
work of the national committees, must be permitted. Ple:ary meetings, councils, and 
commissions otf *he national committees must not be satisfied with a mere discussion 
of reports concerning citizens’ activities which often contain unreliable data con- 
cerning brigade hours, number of participants, etc. It is necessary to pay more 
attention to the political preparations of public meetings. In this respect we 
expect more from the citizens’ committees which function as a basic political aktiv 
of local organs of state power and administration, especially ia cities and large 
villages. For some time experience has shown that public meetiags of the national 
committees are better attended in our villages than in the cities, although the 
majority of Slovak population lives in the latter. It is not enough to speak at 
public meetings ir vague terms. Our citizens are interested in concrete things 
related to their housing, services, building of nurseries and kindergartens, im- 
proving environment, etc. In those places in which public meetings are planned 
with this in mind there is no problem with participation. /iso in such places the 
results of these meetings are reflected in concrete creative work in the fulfill- 
ment of the National Front's election programs. 


In the process of building a developed socialist society new |luman relations appear, 
public order is strengthened, and the responsibility of millions of people for 











no laliat property grows. To put it aimply, a socialiat way of Life develops which 
in based on the tull development of the individual, on his relation to socialiam, 
and on the understanding of and support for the policy of the CPCZ. For this 

reanon Lt is necessary to emphasize the responsibilities of the national comuittees 
to Improve the inhabitants’ share in the administration of new developments and city 
dintricts, It is necesuary to educate those who do not work enough, or do not work 
at all, that they must contribute to the fulfillment of those parts of the election 
program whose goal is to make our life betvcer and more comfortable if they want to 
share in the benefits. 


What Kind of New Election Programs’ 


The significance of the effective political-educational work of the national com- 
mittees becomes of foremost interest especially now, when we are starting the pre- 
paratory work on the l6th CPCZ Congress and completing our drafcing of the Seventh 
Five-Year Plan. For this reason we can see the importance of a statement made by 
Comrade Gustav Husak at the 18th Plenum of the CPCZ Central Committee addressed to 
the national committees: “We must continue to strive for full utilization of a 
yreat potential of social activity and initiative of our working people represented 
by the national committees and the entire political system of the National Front. 
National committees, social organizations and state organs must improve their work 
dealing with the suggestions, proposals, recommendations and complaints submitted 
by the working people. We must see to it that the national committees are more 
vftective in their utilization of possibilities, and that they more responsibly 
tulf tll their obligations and duties within the vast sphere of the national economy 
under their direction." 


in this spirit we must also prepare the new election programs of the National Front. 
These programs must be drafted in such a way as to optimally reflect the possibili- 
ties and needs of our socialist society, implement the spirit of the Seventh Five- 
Year Plan and, through their overall direction, lead to the realization of all- 
soctetal tasks which are directly related to the fulfillment of the goals of the 
CPCZ's economic and social policy. The election ,rograms will even in the future 

be formulated as open documents and will be made more specific in accordance with 
social needs. from the point of view of our localities it is necessary to pay 
primary attention to the completion of unfinished projects and, in the second 

place, to the build ng of new caes which will satisfy the everyday needs of our 
citlzens and are in accordance with the long-term settlement policy. The tational 
committees and social organizations of the National Front, in cooperation with our 
economic organs, must set priorities for which funds will be provided and which will 
serve the broadest masses of our people. A primary obligation will remain the con- 
struction of preschool and school facilities for educating our youngest generation. 
Greater emphasis must be placed on the creation and protection of environment. We 
must build and enlarge our green areas, and effectively utilize the voluntary and 
specific work of our citizens engaged in the beautification program and in the 
traditional and tested socialist competition of the national committees. 


The improvement in the development of the effectiveness of the work of the national 
committees is an inseparable part of the overall socioeconomic and political cevelop- 
ment of society. Each and every deputy and staff worker of the national cornittees 
must keep in mind that the demand for consistently high-quality and effective work 
will be doubly valid in future years. For this reason they must rely more on the 
ability and industry of our people, and in close cooperation with them, do the ut- 
most to help develop our socialist fatherland. 
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GERMAN OEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


NEW PROBLEMS IN CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS DISCUSSED 
Weet German Analysia of Background 
Frankfurt/Main PRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 13 Dec 80 p & 


[Article by Peter Jochen Winters, datelined Berlin, in December: "The Church Over 
There Takes Cover--SED Terminates %e Modue Vivendi with Bishop Schoenherr"|] 


[Text] “They stressed their resolve constructively to continue the course dis- 
cussed between GDR State Council Chairman Erich Honecker and the board of the 
Conference of Church Leaders on 6 March 1978." That ie the way it was put in the 
report published with a l-day delay in the official GDR news agency ADN about the 
most recent meeting between GDR St*te Secretary for Church Affeire Gysi and repre- 
sentatives of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in the GDF on 17 November. 
Obeervers have taken this formulation as 4 signal that the SED intends not to ex- 
acerbate but rather mitigate the tough course against the evangelical churches in 
the GDR steered since October. We must warn against such optiniem. The reference 
to 6 March 1978--if one is to believe those who attended the d.ecussion--amounted 
merely to some sort of incantation. 


The rhetoric here perteine to a development in church policy which no longer exists 
since the SED changed course in ite Bonn policy--the mandatory currency exchange 
increase and Honecker's Gera epeech and ite bulkhead measures--vis-a-vis Poland. 
There ia at present hardly any validity left to what had begun on 6 March 1978, 
when the state accepted the churches’ claim to working in the world with the com- 
plete separation from the state and exercise, as it were, 4 political mandate of 
the Christians, promising equality of and equal respect for al) citizens, their 
unrestricted involvement in the shaping of the developed socialist society. In 
wanting to continue in that direction, one has to start all over again. 


Bishop Schoenherr, almost 70 yeare old, the chairman of the Pederation of Evan- 
gelical Churches in the GDR since 1969, when the provincial Churches in the GDR 
separated and establiahed their independerce from the all-German “Evangelical 
Church in Germany,” early on coined the term of the “Church in sccialien.” 
Bvangelical churches in the GDR were a Church neither alongside nor against, but 
a Church in soctalias. SBeing that, the Church should have to help the individual 
citizen and individual congregation find their way in socialist society through 
the freedom and obligation of faith and should seek the best for «11 and for the 
commonwealth. Both the state and the Church, from their respective premises, 





were engaged in the exercise of responsibility for the same world and the same 
people being, at once, citizens and proponents of a fundamental conviction, A 
frank conversation between state and Church==in which each would have to reapect 
the identity of the other--would therefore not only be useful but vital, 


This dialog with the state, started by the church executives on 6 March 1978 and 
soon referred to aa the “Schoenherr Course” in church circles, certainly has re- 
laxed the atate-Chure!) relationship in recent years and provided many an improvement 
for churches and Chrivtiana in the GDR. Churches may, for instance, be erected in 
new conetruction areas, That was the price the SED wae willing to pay to keep 
churches and Christians from drifting into the opposition and have them participate 
in the conetruction of soctaliam--not last as diligent manpower. In mattera of 
principle, however, the party, even after 6 March 1978, barred the churches from 
having something to say. To be sure, the Evangelical churches vere allowed to 
protest ae much against the introduction of mandatory military education in the 
GDR's general education achooles as against the mandatory educetional objective 
vested in the new schoo! system of turning all children into "communist person- 
alities.” Such church protests accomplished virtually nothing, hushed up as they 
are of courses ‘© *e GOR mage media. Never did the atate accept them as “correc- 
tive criticiam” but nae elw.,* emphasized the party's leadership role. 


When the Peace Intentions of the Church Become Concrete 


The churches’ commitment to pe*-e has not only been tolerated by che SED but even 
been encouraged, and the indepe lent responsibility of the Church for world peace 
has been accepted, as long as it h.+ been directed, for example, againat the 
deploying of American medium-range wiasiles in Europe. To that end, the SED even 
permitted joint peace campaigna of the Fvangelical churches in the GDR with the 
Evangelical churches in the FRG. Bishop Schoenherr was allowed to talk in person 
or on the telephone with the Federal Chancellor to dissuade him from that NATO 
rearmament resolution. Yet when the Chui -h opposed the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan and criticized the overly long belligerent reports by GDR media of 
the summer maneuvers by the Warsaw Pact in the GDR, such “independent responsibi- 
lity for peace” was quickly throttled. “When the peace intentions of the Church 
become concrete, the state is no longer interested,” a clergyman has commented. 


In his taik «!th Honecker on 6 March 1978, Bishop Schoenherr had eaid the state- 
Church relationssip could be no better than what an individual Christian citizen 
found it to be in his own social situation locally. In the Christian congrega- 
tions, the parishes and the synods as well, the “Schoenherr Course” came to meet 
with increasing skepticiem. There the uneasy question is being raised whether 
the Church had not had too many dealin=« with the state, was making too many con- 
cessions, did not have enough courage to point to the continuing difficulties the 
Christiane had in socialist society and to insist on Honecker's keeping his pro- 
mises . Some criticized tse attitude of the church executives towerd the party and 
the state ans “accommodation” and “obsequiousness.” 


What seems to have caused special annoyance is the fact that when church associ- 
ates travel to the West, the Church iteelf has virtually taken over the function 
of the state. Church authorities pass travel applications on to the state and 

thus are involved in the decision on who may travel. As they nave to assume the 
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responsibility, to the etate, for having every church officiai who travels to 
the Weat return, and ae they aleo know the state will grant fewer travel applica=- 
tione rather then more of them, they keep the number of travelers aa mall as 
possible or they let the same people travel time and again, That has given rise 
to the angry term of “ecclesiastic Western travel cadres." The bitter question 
whether it wae actually Christian that bishops and ladies and gentlemen of the 
church executives could constantly travel to the Weat, whereas 4 emall village 
parson or ordinary members of his congregation hardly ever got the chance to 
attend ecclesiastic events in the Weat, is something one has often heard in the 
GDR in recent years. 


"What wae promised ov 6 March 1978 about equality of opportunity for Christians 
in their trade and in the educational system has not yet become an accepted fact 
in our society. In many places, new conflicts arise," as the church executive 
of the Evangelical provincial church in the ecclesiastical province of Saxony 
complained recently, and it added that the SED was appointing by nomination more 
and more leadership and executive positions. That turned the affirmation of 
Marxiem-Leniniem into a basic prerequisite for being involved in management 
decisions and hence, in a managerial manner, in social development. It would 
bring it about that Christians, however much they may be qua.ified to engage in 
executive tasks, would less and leas be considered for such participation in 
social affaira. 


The question whether the "Schoenherr Course" wae worthwhile for the Evangelical 
churches and the Evangelical Christians in the GDR altogether or whether the 
churches had not gone rather the wrong way, need not be discussed in the GDR any~ 
more, however. The SED itself hae changed its church policy and departed from 
the course taken on 6 March 1978. Church publications have been censured, with- 
held or forced to make revisions. Critical reports were not sllowed to be pub- 
lished. Weatern correspondents were barred from provincial synods in the GDR 
and from reporting on them. For the first time, permission was withheld from 
representatives of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in the GDR to attend 


as guests a synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany. 


One of those who attended the talke of 6 March 1978, Politburo member Paul Verner, 
who as the Central Committee Secretary for Security also is responsible for church 
affairs, recently made clear in a conversation with Bishop Schoenherr, which 
should rather be called a “dressing down,” that the SED was no longer willing to 
grant the Church that modest margin of freedom it gained for itwelf after 6 March 
1978. With unconcealed mistrust toward the churches, Verner expressed himself 
about the “all-German connivances” of the Church, which would have to stop just as 
much as any of those telephone calle with the Federal Chancellor or superfluous 
trips to the West. That influential party secretary came out againet critical 
church utterances about Afghanistan as much as against the broad reports on the 
maneuvers in the GDR media and on the minimygpgexchange increases for Western 
visitors to the GOR. In the report by the church executive of the Greifawald 
Evangelical provincias Church to the synod that conferred in Zueasow in mid- 
November, this is a pertinent comment on it: "When the state and party become 
concerned that ecclesiastic concerns affect the power question within our society, 
the state will evidently no longer be ready to talk with the Church.” 
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The power question te what the party and the state find at present touched upon 

in almost all matters the Bvangelical churches in the GDR would like to discuss 
candidly with their atate, be it the mandatory exchange rate==-through the drastic 
increase of which personal meetings between families and good ‘riends are becoming 
leas frequent anid shorter or fall by the wayeside altogether=-, the education into 
“communiat personalities,” the disadvantages met with by Christian children in the 
educational and training syatem, the barring of management positions to Christians, 
the church eriticiem of the virtual prevention of private travel between Poland 
and the GDR, of the Soviet Union's military intervention in Afghanistan, and the 
peace campaigns sponsored by the Evangelical churches such es the originally 
planned ringing of belle all at the same time everywhere in the GDR to go along 
with a “minute of pease,” 


After the dressing down from Verner, the Church has taken cover, Thus, 4 
meaningful dialog between the atate and the Pvangelical churches is impossible 
right now. The principles of 6 March 19% failed to stand up au 4 basia that 
could possibly take some stress for a confident development be cween the state and 


the Church, which some had imagined they were. Unless they want to let 
themeacl** be taken in by the party and the atate or debased ‘nto plain acquies- 
cence, where they  °' »erely applaud, or tacitly take not’ce of, the actions and 


‘mouncements of the party and the estate, the Evangelical churches in the GDR must 
row seriously consider |ow they want to shape their relations with the state in the 
future. Mere incantations about 6 March 1978 will be of little consequence. 


Chri. tans Must Promote Socialiam 
Fast Serlin NEVE ZEIT in German 3 en 81 p 5 


[Commentary by Karl Hennig on “Basic Rights of Citizens in Socialist Society,” 
@ publication from an autiora’ collective headed by Prof Dr kbherhard Poppe: 
“Based on the Constitution"] 


[Text] An authors’ collective headed by Prof Dr Eberhard Poppe has published, 
through the state publishing house, a study entitled "Basic Rights of Citizens in 
Socialist Soctety,"” which comprehensively and informatively oxplains each citizen's 
rights and duties as vested in our Constitution. The basic right to freedom of 
belief (Art‘cle 20) and the constitutional integration of the work of churches 

and religious © .wnities (Article 39) are commented on there with remarkable 

care. For it is a fact that these pronouncements of constitut‘onal law help 
explain the consequences an¢ guarantees of the fundamental principles in the 
church-state relations and of the Christians’ position of equality under socialism. 


. 
The point of dqparture is that through establishing the anti fascist-democratic 
order (1945) and founding our workers and farmers state (1949), churches and 
religious communities in our country obtained a qualitatively new position as well. 
“The revolutionary transformation of society in the GDR was crucial for the free- 
dom of belief and the exercise of religion. The forces that were misusing 
religion and the church for antihuman goals were rendered impotent.” 
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That obtaining thie qualitatively new freedom of belief and religion in soctal- 
iam in a procesa that goes along with our social development and depends on 

the degree to which Christiane involve themselves in social affaira is under= 
scored by the authors when they say that “citigens of different world-outlooke 

and religious affiliation, Marxiate and believers of Christians and Jewish de- 
nominations” work together in confidence, "All have a part in the people's 
growing material and cultural atandard of living, live in social security, and 
know their rights, personality and freedom are reliably protected." Tt is 

pointed out that Christian and Jewieh citizens have helped conatruct the socialiat 
aoctety and have a solid position in this soctety. 


In picking up the atatements by Erich HWonecker and Albrecht Schoenherr when they 
talked with each other on 6 March 1978, the authore of this publication nail 
down at once two constants which are of importance to preserving the freedom of 
belief throughout our further soctal development: 


For one thing, there ia the Christians’ continued active and conscious participa~- 
tion in the shaping of our social development. Here the demand for the right to 
the freedom of belief cannot be detached from the totality of the basic rights 
and basic duties vested in the Constitution as they apply to each citizen. The 
constant requirement for making thie dialectical process conscious is being 
stressed by the authors by their placing the political work of our party within 
the context of preserving the freedom of faith: “Especially the CDU has taken on 
the task to promote an active participation by the citizens of Christian faith in 
the construction of the new society.” 





And then, in preserving the freedom of faith, consideration is called for the 

fact hat Christians and churches in the GDR live in a state that has “a special 
responsibility for safeguarding peace as it is located on the line of demarcation 
between differing social systems and military alliances,” as was recently stressed 
in a radio commentary by the senior church councillor Manfred Stolpe. Not to be 
excluded, aa the publication emphasizes, ie that “the imperialist forces keep 
trying to affect citizens with religious ties and religious communities in the 
GDR through anticommuniat agitation in ‘Christian’ garb and ideological diver- 
sion #0 a8 to push them into opposition to the socialist state and to socialist 
development." Resisting such influences therefore is as much part of the as- 
sumption and exercise of the constitutional right to the freedom of belief and 

to the exercise of religion as the exercise of the many possibilities for actively 
taking part in the deeply humanistic purposes of socialian. 


Weat German Comentary 
Frankfurt/Main PRANKFPURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 3 Jan 81 p 4 
[Article by "Ws," datelined Berlin, 2 Jan 81: "A Political ‘Muzzle’ for the 
Protestant Churches in the GDR--Responsibility for the ‘Whole’ as Exception.” 
A translation of the speech by Dr Guenter Wirth cited below follows rchis 
commentary | 


[Text] The GDR's state leadership now evidently wants to see to at the 
Evangelical churches in the GDR no longer take a public stand on sociopolitical 
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matters in the GOR, Thies ta indicated not only by the sharper censorship for 
church publications, At a conference of the CDU Main Executive Committee, the 
chief editor of the Evangelical monthly STANDPUNKT, the mouthpiece of the GDR's 
CDU, Wirth, who aleo ts a presidium member of the CDU Main Executive Committee 
and the vice president of the GDR Culture League, said this: “If the church 
under ita own reaponeibility wantea to advance considerations that are relevant to 
society aa a whole, it will continue to apply none but confident conversation 

an ita working tool,” It meane the church may be allowed to present its opinion 
when talking with the state but will, as a church, keep quiet about these topics 
in public, not present its position in public, There is, to be sure, one excep- 
tion: in exercising ita responsibility for the whole, the church could become 
active “where developments arise in the paychological warfare against socialiat 
society that assume a character that endangers peace." That meane the church ie 
not only permitted but it is even desirable for it to take a public stand, aided 
by {ta ecumenical connections, in the sense of communiat agitation, against the 
so-called "missile resolution of NATO,” for inatance. It is prevented, however, 
from publicly eriticizing, in the same breath, the Soviet intervention in Afghan- 
tatan, for example. 


If clergy and Chriatiana want to commit themselves and assume responsibility to 
society, they could do so, “party-mindedly,” like every GOR citizen, in the 
parties and mass organizations of the GDR. In this connection Wirth refers to 
Article 20 of the GDR Conatitution, which atates: “Every citizen of the GDR 
shall have the same rights and duties, irrespective of nationality, race, philo- 
sophy or religious confession, social origin or position.” With reference to 
the basic talke between State Council Chairman Honecker and the chairman of the 
Federation of Evangelical Churches in the GDR, on 6 March 1978, Wirth says--and 
he may well be seen as the propagandist for the current church policy course of 
the GDR party and state leadership--it was in the interest of extending those 
talke to be careful in differentiating between their levels: “The level on which 
church life can develop validly and in freedom and the other level pertaining to 
the exercise of the Christiane’ social responsibility ae citizens.” 


This muzzle in sociopolitical matters imposed by the state the Evangelical Church 
must oppose by ite claim "to observing processes and developments in the society 
to which Lt knows it belongea in attentive and responsible concern, expressing 
itself about it, if necessary,” as Magdeburg's Bishop Krusche formulated it in 
July 1978. At that time, the bishop, in the name of the five member churches 

in the Evangelical Union Church in the GDR, added that if "this attentive con- 
cern as demanded and motivated by the Gospel and the Gospel-oriented influence 
on social events” were ever to be given short shrift in the Federation of the 
Evangelical churches in the GDR, it would “no doubt" be “urged” by the Union 
Church. The time for that has come now, it seems. 


CDU Official on Church Obligations 
East Berlin NEVE ZEIT in German 2 Jan 81 p 3 
[Speech by Dr Guenter Wirth, presidium member, CDU Main Executive Committee; 


chief editor, STANDPUNKT; at Ninth Conference of CDU Main Executive Committee, 
Fast Berlin, 9 Dec 80: “Long-range Possibilities for Christian Commitment”] 
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[Texe) On 5 October 1980, MECKLENBURGISCHE KIACHENZELTUNG reported on the 
Leipeig Syned of the Pederation under the headline "No New Alliance Between 
Threne and Altar," 


Ae far ae thie meant to reflect the constitutional situation in our country and 
endorse the conception of the “church in socialiam,” such 4 headline was perfectly 
in order, It could, to be sure, lead to mistaken assumptions to the effect that 
the “danger” of such a “new” alliance could actually arise among us. 


It therefore is obv’ously not unimportant, especially in view of this historic 
sensitivity we are hound to have under the burden of this “legacy” of “throne and 
alicar,” to bring to mind the actual content of that system of “throne and altar." 
The "Theologica) Lexicon" of the Union publishing house points out that that 
system arose with the challenge of absolutiem and was led to “classic perfection" 
in "German provincial churches." "They differentiated between the more narrow 
matters of faith and liturgy, which the theological faculties and ecclesiastic 
bodies could decide on in their own competency and the external matters of church 
life that were subject to the estate's sovereignty over the church (e.g., the 
right to appoint higher church dignitaries, the right to confirm intra-church 
regulations, the right of supervision) ." 


When one talke abou: “throne and altar” today and that there should be no new 
alliance between "throne and altar,” that aspect must be taken into careful con- 
sideration. Because one must not lose sight of the fact thet it was state inter- 
ference in intra-church processes and ita inatitutionalization that led to that 
system, to the alliance of throne and altar. The other aspec. of the alliance, 
i.e., the “throne” being sanctioned by the “altar,” the justification of existing 
power and ownership relations, logically followed from the institutional inter- 
linking discussed. 


Such inetitutional interlinking between church and state exists in the FRG today, 
for inatance in the "Evangelical Church Bureau for the Bundeswehr," which on the 
one hand comes under a military bishop working on a volunteer basis but, mainly, 
under the Bonn Defense Ministry. In an article on the new dangerous practices 
in military pastoral duties, published in Hamburg's JUNGE KIRCHE (No 10, 1980), 
thie te what wae said about it: “The structures of military pastoral service 
make possible that the head of an office in charge of sdministrative tasks under 
the Defense Ministry can, without ecclesiastic authorizatior, affect and de- 
Cisively direct military pastoral care." Thus it was not all that wrong to 
apeak of an alliance between “Bonn and altar.” 


it has by now become a platitude but once in a while one rust obviously repeat 
it: tn the GDR the position of the church in public life ‘se entirely different; 
here it doen not have, as it has in bourgeois society, the function to sanction 
the state. Actually, the demand for freedom of religion has for the first time 
been fully and validly implemented in socialist society; there is no danger there 
of “throne and altar.” 


It therefore is worthwhile to define more accurately the historic content of 
such “key concepts” as were brought out at the Federal Synod in Leipzig. 
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There are analogies in the bourgeolaedemocratic revolutionary demand for the 
aeparation between atate and church which was never redeemed in practice by 

the bourgeoisie having come to power in Germany. It, like others, wae realized 
not until the antifasctat-democratic transformation conditions after the liber- 
ation in 1945, This historic matter of course also must be confronted when one 
ia talking today of the separation between church and atate, 


This remark, by the way, also applies with reference to ecuwenical materiale. 
That ta still governed by the Oxford document of the developing ecumenical move- 
ment of 1937, This document purposefully presents the crucial criteria for 
clarifying the relations between church and atate, espectally the right of the 
church to rule itee'f on faith and doctrine. 


There are two problema that play an additional role in connection with the 
discussion of the “key concepts” worked out at the Leipzig Feseral Synod: 


(1) If the church under its own responsibility wants to advance considerations 
that are relevant to society as a whole, it will continue to apply none but con- 
fident c.ny. catfen as ite working tool. It will also be able to take into ac- 
count, however, tha. in ou. society, based on Article 20 of our Constitution, 
there are sufficient posaibilities for clergy and Christiann to assume social 
responsibility. 


(2) Another handle with resp°-t to assuming responsibility for the whole lies 
in becoming active where deve: sents arise in the psychological warfare against 
so.ialist society that aseume ac. iracter that endangers pease. 


I return, not last by those two remarcs, to my initial point. The 6 March 1978 
communique, particularly in view of the principle of separaticn between church 
and state, and eapecially in recognition of what Otto Grotewchl as long as 30 
years before the Fifth CDU Congress detived to the effect that a church that 
remains a church and a estate that remains a state can live together well, with 
long-range possibilities for effecting an independent churct. as well as for a 
party-minded aocial commitment of the Christians. 


it ia therefore in the interest of extending the outcome of the 6 March 1978 
talka tht .trtet attention be given to the differentiation of levels recalled 
here=-the leve. on which church life can develop validly and in freedom and the 
other level pertatuing to the exercise of the Christians’ social responsibility 
as citizens. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


BORDER TROOP DEPUTY COMMANDER ALLEGES BONN AID TO VIOLATORS 
East Berlin BAVERN-ECHO in German 1 Dec 80 p 4 


[Article by Maj Gen Gerhard Lorenz, deputy commander, GDR Border Troops and chief, 
Political Administration: “Reliable Protection of the State BorsJleres of our 
Socialist Homeland" | 


{Text} The motto “Our utmost for the Tenth Party Conference! 

Our all for the benefit of the people!" hase in recent weeks 

and months become the leitmotiv of our people's workers, 
collective farmers, employees and soldiers for their actions in 
behalf of continuing strengthening of our republic and its 
military secu ity. They pureve thie knowing that it is in their 
own best interest. 





The Class Mission 


The entire evolution of our republic during the past 31 years clearly demonstrates 
what has become of the first socialist state of workers and farmers on German soil, 
ite achievements in the most diverse of fields and to what extent the lives of the 
people and every individual have thereby changed for the better. Our collective 

farmere and agricultural workere have greatly contributed to this successful develop- 
ment. 


In the continuing estallishment of the developed socialist soctety the political 
and morel unity of the people is further strengthened; our country's defense worth- 
iness and defense capabilities are increasing apace; the class mission of the mem- 
bers of our republic's armed forces increases in significance. 


For the GDR's border troops this mission consists of reliable protection of the 
GDR territorial border with the FRG and West Berlin and to repe’ any attacks against 
GDR territory in a resolute manner. 


Accomplishment of this mission requires during every passing hour high personal 
commitment, determination to fight, revolutionary alertness and military skill on 
the part of our soldiers, noncommissioned officers, officer candidates and officers, 
#0 as to justify the confidence placed in them by the party and the entire working 
population and to cont. ibute successfully toward guaranteeing peaceful conditions 
for continuing socialist development. 
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Increasing Reaponsibility 


Our border troops’ responsibility keeps increasing in view of the open confrontation 
policies of the powers opposed to detente, and of the increasing brutality and 
danger of violations of our republic's borders by revanchiast and antisocialiat 
elemente. 


The situation at our etate borders can be dangerously exacerbuted by provocative 

and hostile actions against border troops and the border population; by violations 
of GDR territory, especially its airepace; by destruction of border markers; and 

by threate against the firing upon our «utposte, Such attacke are not infrequently 
tolerated or even directly supported by official Bonn or West Berlin agencies or by 
their border police. All this indicates that the antidetente powers are striving for 
maintaining tensions and for increased numbers of incidents on our border for the 
purpose of eventually removing it altogether. 


All these events represent flagrant violations of the Helsinki Cunference resolutions 
and against the spirit and the letter of the treaty concerning basic relationships 
between GDR and FRG. 


These documents clearly establish the inviolability of Europecn state borders, 
specifically including the GDR-FRG boundaries. Strict observaace of territorial 
integrity and etriving for good neighborly relations are there‘n established as 
commandments. 


These rules constitute the firm basis for detente; the maintenance of peace in 
Europe is built upon them. 


Any violations of the GDR-FRG border, which simultaneously constitutes the boundary 
between the Wareaw Pact nations and NATO, are especially perilous for maintaining 
peace. Anyone interfering with thie border imperils peace in Europe and raises the 
specter of triggering a devastating war. 


Dedicated to Peace 


That is the reason why reliable protection of this border constitutes an indispensable 
component of the battle for detente and for securing peace in furope. 


Insofar as the border troops fulfill their part of the class mission in a respon- 
sible fashion by impressing upon class enemies and reactionaries of all stripes vest 
of the Elbe and Werra rivers the limite of their abilities, they make an important 
contribution toward the maintenance of peace in Europe. By doing so, they serve 
the interests of all European people. Our border soldiers thereby observe the 
rights and the duties of the working class, which rules in our republic, and of its 
allies, They do so under an indissoluble relationship with the workers, collective 
farmers and the working class of our country and thereby simultaneously ensure the 
continuing increase in productivity of our socialist agriculture. Our republic's 
armed forces, includin, the border troops, are part and parcel, flesh and blood of 
our people. 
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Firm Unity 


More then 90 percent of border troop officers were born into either the working 
Clase or the collective farmers’ class. In equal measure, the same is true of 
regular soldiers, reserve soldiers and our young draftees, It ic therefore not sur- 
prieing that the citizens of our country support and respect the border troops and 
accord them their love and care, 


The workers, collective farmers and members of the working cless gain a first-hand 
impression of their responsibility for the protection of our sucialist achievements 
in many different ways. They create the necessary material and financial means for 
national defense with the labor of their own hands. 


As to ourselves, we mae every effort to use these resources economically and as 
effectively ae possibls in the interests of great military effectiveness and combat 
readiness, as well as on behalf of a reliably protected national border. 


Active Support on the Border 


In our active duty at the border with the FRG and West Berlin we are well aware of 
the direct help and support on the part of workers and farmert. More and more 
inhabitants of the border regions consider it their unequivocel right and their 

duty to participate in protecting the national border along with the GDR border 
troops. With valid suggestions and reports about changes in the border region they 
have frequently contributed to thwarting the intentions of enemies of our republic 
and to stop violations of border regulations. Thousands of volunteer helpers of 

the border troops have shown great personal commitment and have made notable achieve- 
ments. More than 1,000 of them were honored during the period 1976-1980 with medals 
for exceptional support of border troops. 


Close Relationship 


Effective sponsorships developed between units and troop forces with over 300 
industrial and agricultural enterprises and with many villager and community 
organizations. Among them is the cooperative crop production lepartment Teldau 
(Hagenow Kreis), headed by Democratic Peasant Party of Germany member and Volkskammer 
delegate Hermann Kuehne. 


Our border soldiers actively participate in many ways in the social life of the 
border regione. 395 border troop members from border companies and staffs are 
delegates in local peoples’ representations and 1,500 comrades are working in 
honorary functions of social organizations in cities and commuzities. Many wives 
of noncommissioned officers, officer candidates and officers heve earned the 
respect and appreciation of the border region population through their exemplary 
activities ae teachers in nurseries and schools. 


The close unity between civilians and the armed forces of our republic is demon- 
strated in a specific manner in this common endeavor of border troops and the 
inhabitante of the border regions. Reliable protection of our national border is 
the concern and joint cask of all our people. 


9273 
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GERMAN D&@MOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


FIELD MEDICAL UNIT OPERATIONS DISCUSSED 


East Berlin AR ARMEERUNDSCHAU in German No 12, Dec 80 signed to press 30 Sep 80 pp 
6-9 


[Article by LtCol Horet Spickereit: "In the Woods With Scalpel") 


[Text] Officer in charge of the surgical platoon of a medical unit--that is the 
assignment of let Lt Ullrich Gebhardt, 26. A graduate of the Dresden Medical Academy, 
the dark blond licensed physician is serving a 3-year contract tour of duty in the 
Koestler Medical Battalion, after which he will once again wield his scalpel tn the 
operating room of a kreis hospital. It is not that he has lost his familiarity with 
that little surgical knife; but in hie military training the emphasis is on pistols 
and special vehicles, tactice and protection against weapons of mass annibilation. 
Nevertheless, he would have preferred to have been able to use his surgical instru- 
ment a while longer, particularly since no surgery is performed in his unit and 
there is limited opportunity for working in a military hospita!. That is why Com- 
rade Gebhardt was very pleased at the offer he received from the Sovie'. partner 
battelion to assist in its surgical procedures from time to time. Says he about 
these visite: "Very experienced doctors. Lots of practical surgery. I can learn 
a lot there." And he promised himself to show his own work area to hin Soviet 
opposite numbers. 


Soon, an opportunity presented itself for this. His commander, LtCol Koestler, 
informed him of a forthcoming special tactical battalion exercise involving the 
establishment of a large dressing station. "Twelve Soviet physicians are going to 
participate. Among other thinge, they have expressed an interest in your platoon's 
mobile surgical facility." 


The colleagues’ curiosity is understandable: this GDR-developed facility is some- 
thing to be proud of. The entire operating room unit is contained in a large con- 
tainer, transportable in a W 50 truck. There is no need for a crane to offload the 
container; it can be lowered to the ground on built-in rollers, driven by electrical 
motores and can be set up in minimum time--a complete mini-operating room for two 
surgical teams. Quite an improvement over the tents used in te past. An improve- 
ment especially in the medical care of our soldiers. First Lt Gebhardt has two 
such containers in his platoon; today he will demonstrate the‘r setting up under 
near-field conditions. Gebhardt and his men hurriedly go to work under their guests’ 
critical observation. His men are reservists: noncommissioned officer Hartmut 
Grummt, surgeon in « kreis hospital, and privates first class Reinhard Stein and 
Volkmar John, both of chem drivers as well as medical technicians. 
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Moving in reverse, the two trucks approach each other and stop 3 meters apart. The 
ewivel arms on the containers turn to one side, come to rest on the ground, lift the 
containers clear to permit the truck beds to be removed from under them, The heavy 
loads are gently lowered to the ground between their stilts. Electric and grounding 
cables, fresh water and drain hoses are connected; the two rigid eide walle are 
cranked down with a hand crank, They become the floor of the adjoining roome being 
eet up. Light weight metal frames are used to stretch the folded rubber wall. The 
compartment cell hae been erected, extending to a width of 6 meters, Already the 
equipment ie being set up in the firet container, The two surgeons are attaching 
operating lamps and tables, attach the anesthesia apparatus, display the instruments, 
while the medical technicians unpack dressings and linen and check the water pump 
and the hot water heater, "All right, now just sweep up and dust! Then we will be 
ready for the firet casualties," says noncommissioned officer Grummt laughingly while 
mopping perepiration from his face, The four men change clothing. White takes the 
place of the gray uniforms. The Soviet officers look at their watches, By Jove! 
All thie has taken only three-quarters of an hour! Let us take a look at this 

thing from the inside! 





Firet Lt Gebhardt proudly demonstrates the layout of the functional spaces, To the 
right and left, the operating rooms; between them the technicians’ work space; 
separated from the others the emall sterilization facility. "A closed system. A 
bit cramped perhaps, but better and cleaner than a tent. Just having a solid, 
horizontal floor alone is a great advantage. Added to this, running hot and cold 
water.” He picks up a few instruments packed in foil. "They can be immediately 
sterilized. Everything is in place right here to care quickly and well for casualties 
in the immediate vicinity of the battlefield." To demonstrate this, the technicians 
bring in a simulated casualty on a litter. Carefully he is placed on the operating 
table, covered with white sheets, and the anethesia apparatus is brought into 
position. Procedures involving the large body cavities and the chest can primarily 
be handled here, The guests want to know how many operations can be performed, 

"The two containers can each accommodate four surgical teams of four persons each. 
Per day of action, that would amount to 48-64 operations," estimates the first 
lieutenant. 


The friends are full of admiration. "My colleague has shown us an excellent thing," 
says Major Nicolai Chibara. Comrade Gebhardt had stood by his side several times 
during surgery in the partner unit. The Soviet specialist continues: "This 

facility fulfills all the requirements of surgery in the field. It has unlimited 
possibilities. Traneportable. Easy to set up. And there are a few practical things 
which will come in handy in our Soviet battalion too." He grins at First Lt Gebhardt: 
"Perhaps you will notice them the next time you operate with us." 
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HUNGARY 


GYORL CALLS FOR NEW APPROACH TO PROPAGANDA WORK 
Budapest TARSADALMI SZEMLE in Hungarian No 12, Dec 80 pp 18-28 


[Article by Imre Gyori, Ed. Dept of Agit/Prop of the CC: "Propaganda Work- 
Under New Conditions") 


[Text) It is known that the CC designated for a longer period in October 1976 

the objectives and practical tasks i: the improvement of party education. The goal 
of this important resolution was to improve the party membership's ideological and 
political consciousnese and thus the individual Communists' willingness and ability 
for action as well as our party's work in propaganda and agitation among the masses. 


In evaluating the experiences, the congress determined that our propaganda work is 
going well; it reaffirmed the tasks designated 4 years ago. The basis for 
ideological education continues to be the CC resolution mentioned above. However, 
the familiar changes in the conditions of our social and economic development-~and 
the tasks we are facing in the coming years--make it necessary to change certain 
views and rearrange some priorities even in party education. 


A regular ideological-political propaganda, which encourages action, is an 
indispensable requisite for solving the complex and new social, economic, political 
and cultural probleme that the party and the country face. This is why a regular 
and close contact and harmony between politice and party education is a central 
question for us at this time. 


In examining the relationship between politics and party education, it .s apparent 
that propaganda, keeping in pace with the development of society and science, 
constantly forme the Marxist-Leninist views and political attitude of the Communists 
and their comrades. The propaganda is related to the present primarily through a 
concentration on questions which stand in the foreground of politics, and through 

a preparation and mobilization for the correct political and public attitude. In its 
characteristic role, propaganda iteelf unable to carry out the tasks of connecting 
agitation and information with every-day politics. 


Our attention must now be focused on the effectiveness of party education and 
propagenda. We are thinking here of improving the party members’ ideological and 
political readiness in a way that would result in more and more independent thinking, 
in a thorough analysis of the situation for the purpose of action, and in an 
organization of the every-day work that would help people in their socialist 
education. In other words, we need a propaganda which even in new situations 
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he. pe the communiete to draw proper conclusions from the given facts; so that they 
would be able, alongside with our party's policies, to take a stand, and encourage 
othere for action, in all possible situations, 


The recognition that Marxiem-Leniniem is not 4 science of philosophy but the 
constantly expanding ideological foundation for the preparatior and implementation 

of political decisions, must be implemented even more in party education. Familiarity 
with the theory does not simply make it possible to learn about and understand the 
world, but aleo encourages the change of reality; the goal in teaching Marxiem- 
Leniniem is not only to increase knowledge, but aleo to use this knowledge for the 
mking of man who lives, thinke and acte in 4 Marxist way. 


Since 1976, there was more effort made in propaganda ac .ivities toward directing 
attention to the main questions of social progress, i.e., to the theoretical 
questions of building a soctalist society, to our present and future economy, to 
the basic areas of social and state life, to ideological, cultural and @oral topics, 
to our party's historical experiences and ite present role in leadership, and to 
the main processes of world politics and the international Communist and worker 
movement. There have been changes in the system and subject areas of the education, 
and the godernization of the material has aleo begun. A better contact with life 
and the pace of social progress is served in cadre education by a change of tasks 
and subject areas, and in masse education by central courses concentrating on the 
important political questions and by segye courses adjusting to local circumstances. 





All of thie shows that the past yeare' efforts, experiences and results give us a 
solid foundation. Be we gust also see that our party education still falls short 
of preparing for a higher-level political activity; both a higher demand for 
propaganda and the inadequacy of education play a role in this. This is why it is 
necessary (ae the 12th congress pointed out) for the propaganda activity to take 
part in carrying owt the great economic and cultural taske we will be facing in the 
years to cu#e, and to keep in pace with the increasing demand. 


We muet in our socialiat education recognize gore and more what was also emphasized 
by the congress, namely, that, in order to have a critical overview of our 
ideological activity and to assess (and continue with the socialist unfolding of) 
public opinion, we must examine eocial consciousness in ite historical development. 
Reality, and, above all, our life that ise becoming more and more socialist, are 

the ain factors in forming our people's political and ideological development. 
Factores that have additional effecte on public opinion (including party propaganda) 
also played « role in establishing Marxiem-Leniniesm in our society. It was in the 
every-day practice where our party's policies created the opportunity for the entire 
nation to identify with socialist goals. Through a correct political policy and 
practice, Marxiem-Leniniem has « masse effect, creating responsible public opinion 
and attitudes of people, including those who do not march under the banner of 
Marxiem but are affected by it. 





We know at the seme time that the great international ideological and political 
struggle between the socialist and capitalist systems aleo affects the processes 

of conscience that are taking place in our society. This, and the more complex 

and more difficult domestic taske are the reasons for the undecisiveness in certain 
emailer groupe of our society. 





The successful implementation of advanced socialiom is a joint social undertaking 
and activity in the broadest sense and unthinkable without a high level of human 
conaciousness and a positive mase effect of our ideologies. We must thus examine 
now what party propagenda can do about it with ite own meane and in the epirit 

of the l2th congress, 


Many of the external and internal conditions of building socialism have changed 
since the 1976 CC resolution. These changes affect Marxist propaganda ae well. 


We are able to keep in pace with the changes because our ideology and theory are 4 
dependable basia of principles and methods for a right orientation in the world's 
processes. But life and reality are alwaye more colorful and richer than our 

forecast which wae based on general theories originating from earlier experiences. 


Education, just like politics and ecience, is always faced with reality and life. 
Thies ie why we must always adjust our theories to the concrete situation, without 
making dogmas out of them--even those theories that are 10 or 15 years old. This 
does not mean, of course, that we should make everything relative or that we should 
negate well-founded knowledge or that we should become nihilists. Even a theory 
can give an answer to the new situations and problems only within ite own [sphere of) 
development. Thus the fact that we openly and honestly declare that we still do 
not have theoretical anewers for certain questions will not in itself undermine 
party education. For experience shows that we are able to give an anawer to the 
main questions that arise from a new situation. Thies is the way in which we were 
able to work out a program for the elimination of our economic difficulties and 

for the improvement of the socialist way of life. 


It is a key question of the effect of our propaganda, that it should keep in pace 
with changes at home and abroad, should be more receptive toward new questions, and 
should come closer to today's concrete social reality. Progress in this respect, 
too, requires more openess and more sensitivity toward the problems. Propaganda 
must simultaneously concentrate on two tasks: it gust preserve and strengthen in 
party members and their comrades the bases and timelese truths of Marxist-Leninist 
theories, ideologies and views and, at the same time, it must be ready for the 
changes and must supplement the propaganda arsenal with new and well-founded ansvers. 


The two tasks mutually depend on each other. The systematic and thorough study of 
Marxier-Leniniem helps us learn the essential processes and relationships of 
reality's new phenomena; and the uncovering and Marxist analysis of the new phenomena 
enriches our theory, makes our views more subtle, and develops our analytic and 
dialectic way of thinking. This is why it is important to strengthen the relation- 
ship between party education and the social sciences, so that we can use scientific 
results faster and can have a better understanding of reality's facts, processes, 
relationships and contradictions. Education must go beyond the simple teaching 

of political goals and the justifying theoretical arguments and experiences, and 

must include practical relationships. 


The coupling of theory and practice, and general principles and experiential phenomena 
must be implemented in the process of political education with the participation 

of students. The framework of Marxist-Leninist education itself is a kind of 
opportunity and form for creative thinking; through it, more and more people can 
shere the new relationships and new truthe. 














W. will be able to recognize (and help others to understand) the processes, laws 
and main direction of the changes if the party education will pay more attention 
to the improvement of Communiets' dialectical and historical views. 


Thue the improvement of party education, and an increase in ite effect on attitude, 
means that we must increasingly implement the principle of history, both in general 
and concrete terme, Thie is especially significant among younger party members who 
did not experience the turbulent early period of our socialist development and who 
have no personal political experience in the cold war; their lack of personal 
historical experience must be made up by ideological education, Historical views 
and historical thinking are especially important in certain areas of socialist 
indoctrination euch as socialist patriotiem and internationalian. 


In anewering the real questions of real life, it is most imperative to avoid 
simplifications which distort the truth because they contain only certain elements 
of the truth but not the whole truth. Party education must not camouflage the 
contradictions but must try to eliminate them by presenting them realistically. 

It must be considered a natural and self-evident situation that the socialist 
social atructure eliminates only the antagonistic contradictions and that progress 
is extremely complex and full of struggle, eliminating existing contradictions and 
creating new ones simultaneously. Party education must not, therefore, hide the 
difficulties but must prove that socialiem helps in eliminating the contradictions 
if the policies that are based on Marxiem-Leniniem can come up with a program which 
ie right, realistic and feasible. 


Our party education must get rid of the “academic spirit” (used here in a pejorative 
sense) which does not tolerate differences of opinion. Marxist-Leninist education 
takes place under complex and constantly changing circumstances of our lives. 
Social statue, schooling, social and other similer factors also affect exchanges 
of views in education which, consequently, cannot be free of the manifestations 

of differences of interests and opinions. All of thie must not be a detrimental 
factor; on the contrary, it can be encouraging and beneficial, and it might 
significantly contribute in most cases to serious and analytical work and to 
useful and progressive debates. Identical ideological views and an agreement on 
the main political questions do not exclude the existency of various views on the 
possible alternatives and best solutions for building socialism. The emergence 

of theese differences of opinion can be a great help in identifying with the optimal 
solutions, even in matters of detail. However, thie makes it necessary for the 
participants of party education to understand and to adopt the attitude which has 
been present for 4 long time in our party's policies and methods, namely, the 
attitude of facing divergent opinions with solid principles coupled with 

tolerance and clearheadedness. 


This is necessary, so much the gore as we are living at a time when social debates 
are more frequent. Most of these debates are progressive and constructive, but 

it is no use negating the fact that they are sometimes accompa, ted by certain 
attitudes e.g., some poeple's efforts to adapt, without much thought, ideas and 
ideologies that are foreign to socialiem, or the substitution of constructive 
criticiem by pure emotions which Lack in weighing and analyzing facts and processes. 
These criticiems sometimes stray into the maze of demagogy an’ thus it is imperative 
to counter them with clear-headed Marxist-Leninist arguments. We must pay special 
attention to fact inadequate arguments and superficial analyses with sound arguments 
and analyses, and should avoid the paths offered by certain critical methods that 
are unacceptable to us. 
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Thue the higher requirements of party education primarily involve the contents, 
but they alee necessitate changes in the methods, supervision and organization, 
of education, The inerease in the leve! of political-ideological and general 
education makes it possible for more poeple to independently (and in addition to 
the courses) study the teachings and applications of Marxiem-Leninian, 


in accordance with these requirements, the reshaping of the course system, and 
the preparation of new curricula, of mass propaganda, is based on our solid 
principles and the values in our teaching. We are revising the texte of the 
courees on Markiem-Leniniem in the party echools, evening colleges, and state 
uhiversities and colleges. We are paying more attention in this process to the 
questions of our age and socialist progress, and are increasingly implementing the 
principle of history. We are striving to make the textbooks more helpful in 
ideological-political education and in developing 4 conviction. 


Party education can meet the requirements of social progress only if Marxism- 
Leniniem's propagandists are familiar not only with the material of the courses 
they teach but aleo with current evente (and the factors that elicit them) and 
with the probleme of their environment and students, and if they are open and 
ready for exchanging views. To achieve this, they must study and be continually 
informed and muet actively participate in every-day politics; for this, they 
deserve sore attention and support from party committees and party organizations. 


It is a basic task of party education in the coming years to help implement the 
resolutions of the 12th congress. The educational program is determined by the 
evaluations and taske as defined in the documents of the congress. 


We gust aleo use party education to make it clear that there is 4 close connection 
between our long-term goale and the building of socialism, and our present tasks. 
Losing sight of the perspectives and ideas, and earthbound pragmatiem, are foreign 
to our views: in fact, they are as detrimental to our cause as are the disregard 
for reality and daydreaming. For the strengthening of our society's socialist 
character la a process which always starts from the given concrete situation and 
leads to the achievement of perspective socialist goals. 


The strengthening of our society's socialist character presupposes and demands a 
coordination of progress in the main areas of social conditions. This cannot 

mean a kind of balance between the individual areas’ pace of progress; in fact, 

4 epecial treatment of one or another area should not be ruled out in certain 
periods. Today the coordination of progress requires a better understanding of 

the relationships between the areas of social conditions and « better implementation 
of the interactions in our work. These relationships and interactions are very 
extensive in society's life: they are often apparent and often still hidden, but 
they are present and have a (perhaps unbeneficial) effect even if we do not 

realize it. 


There haw been more and more talk lately about the role of consciousness and culture, 
or more broadly, of human factors. We quest clearly see that the increasing role 

of human factors is a result and consequence of the progress in our political 
conditions, and that we did not invent them for the substitution of something. The 
demand for culture, for example, vas significantly increased by sophisticated 








production equipment, The significance of consciousness also increased because 
there have been many more possibilities for independent decisions. The communal 
views, which really exiet and which can be heard every day, are based on the 
conditions of our production, and their increasing role orginates from the fact 
that the creation of a highly developed socialiat society hae become a joint 
nationa! effort, 





(m the one hand, the role of the human factors is increased by social progress and, 
on the other hand, people's higher education and increased consciousness affects 
social progress iteelf more and more. In the economy, the recognition of the 
needs and possibilities, initiative and responsibility, and know-how and creativity 
are the same way requisites and incentives for carrying out the taske as the 
material resources are. The situation is similar in the area of political conditions 
and institutions, The implementation and unfolding of socialist democracy depends, 
to a large extent, even today, on how we can make 4 use of it with know-how and 
public responsibility. Socialist national unity becomes stronger in proportion to 
the extent to which the effects of consciousness supplement the political binding 
elements and to the number of people we can win over to the cause of socialisan. 


The coordinated development of social conditions does not exclude--indeed, demands-- 
a concentration of forces on an important area. Such an area today is the economy. 
Production and economy is, at all times, a basic factor in socialiem, for this 

in where the resources are created which help us realize our efforts regarding 

the living standard, socio-politice and culture. The more stringent requirements 
(and the more difficult conditions) of economic development make it necessary 

for us to pay even more attention than usual to the taske that emerge in this area. 


Concentrating on the economy does not mean, however, that the development of the 
other areas will slow down; in fact, it is precisely the requirements of economic 
development that urge ue for the elimination of the existing lage and the increase 
of the pace of development in several areas. The recognition of this is very 
important even from the political aspect. This is why we must, for example, 

pay more attention to the economic elements of federative politics, to uncover, 
express, and coordinate the real interests and interest differences and to the 
implementation of interests that are most important from the viewpoint of the 
entire soctety's development. In accordance with the increasing role of the 
intelligentsia, we must do more for its ideological-political and professional 
development and the unfolding of its professional and public activity. The 
development of democracy at the workplace gust also contribute to the encouragement 
of creative initiative. Political and professional training and the improvement 

of socialiat morality may become incentives for more responsible, more disciplined 
and more efficient work. <A progress in the conditions of politics and consciousness, 
which keeps an eye more closely on economic needs, will result in more coordination 
between society's fundamental spheres. 


The understanding of the economy's requirements is important not only because their 
more extensive social relationships but also because their own internal development. 
It is necessary in this regard to emphasize two characteristics of economic development. 


Our economic tasks may be understood both in the light of the results we have 
achieved wo far and in the light of today's realities and perspectives. The 
necessities and possibilities of national economic development, and the role and 
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effects of international economic relations (beth their permanent tendencies 

and those dictated by the present situation) can be recognized only in thie 
connection, It te very important to strengthen a view which reckons with the fact 
thet we cannot become isolated from economic reality and that we muet go forward 
under the conditions which are created by world economy or by our own work, 


Party propaganda should aleo help in making clearer to the party membership and 
the public the character, direction and essence of our economic development. The 
level of development and development (i.e., both the achieved level and the procese 
iteelf) have been measured for a long time almost exclusively by the pace of 
increase and other quantitative indexes. This habit became so strong that now 
when the pace of increase ie slower, some people talk about a slower pace of 
development. The reality ie that we are taking more decisive steps toward 
quality improvement and a faster intensive economy while we necessarily slow 

down quantitative growth. True, this improvement of quality is less apparent 

but it is just ae important a criterion of development as the quantitative indexes 
are. Today's concrete goals of economic policy (e.g., the improvement of economic 
balance, the modernization of production and product structure, the increase of 
economic efficiency etc.) include not only the development that is possible but 
also the resulte already achieved. Both the meeting of quality requirements and 
the realization of realistic quantitative goals are a basis and source of our 
social development and the improvement of living standards. 


Party education should show convincingly how the series of practical measures 
serves the realization of our econo-political principles and socialist goale in 
the given concrete situation. (E.g., the essence of planning is the most sensible 
and efficient use for society of the existing resources.) Thie is better served 
today by a flexible adaptation than by a stricter planning and more rigid 
management. Another example: it is well known that family and private forces 
are included in the services, and some people consider this as a step backwards 
in relation to the socialist conditions already achieved. But it is not. Not 
only because most services will continue to be supplied by the socialist sector 
but also because the social ownership of the means of production is not eroding, 
the private forces are closely connected to the soctaliat sector, and we consider, 
even in this area, incomes that are proportionate to the work done, desirable. 
The reason why we took this step ie precisely to improve the services and to 
better supply the population, the working people. This is, indeed, a common 

goal which ia in harmony with our policy on living standards. Thus, in connection 
with the methods and the new characteristics of economic management, we gust 
strive to make it more apparent what helps use better realize our econo-political 
goale and what serves better the interests of our society. 


The congress paid close attention to social and political circumstances and to 
the functioning of our political system. It emphasized their role in the solution 
of taske thet are ahead of us. 


A methodical and conscious development of socialist democracy according to existing 
social needs is one of the key questions of our socialist development. This effort, 
which our party has been exerting for some time and which is more and more manifest 
in our social life, has been supported by the 12th congress. 
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The questions of democracy are becoming gore numerous in all forme and at all 
levele of party education, Recognising the ever richer and deeper social 
practice, we do not Limit today the problems of democracy to the definition of 
democracy and dictatorship, to explain democratic centraliem, and to related 
questions, We consider it important in indoctrination to regularly deal with 

the entire range of areas and forme of democracy that is possible in socialiom, 
from eo. ial democratiam to the democracy of the workplace, from the mechanism 

of implementing interests to the probleme of value orientation, from the questions 
of the forums to public culture, emphasizing the function of these in social 
efficiency. 


Ffficiency is not only an economic but aleo a general socialist social requirement. 
One of the taske of propaganda is to make thie clear. It is natural, then that 
the main indicator of democracy's development in socialism is the extent of its 
social effect, and not the number of ite forums and the formal abundance of its 
inatitutiona and methods, although the forms are not negligible either. By its 
nature, soctaliat democracy is a higher-level democracy in comparison with all 

of ite historical forms, and contains the possibility of real activity and social 
control. This te corroborated more and more by every-day experiences. Still, we 
mat often face views which demand from socialist democracy the formal characteristics 
of the buorgeois democracy. Our propaganda should help make it understood that 
the workers can be “creators for public benefits" in all facets of life (from 

the economy to culture) through political and public activity, even if today's 
conditions do not yet permit everyone to do the same creative activity. The 
citizens are not condemned to solitude and isolation; they can do organized and 
purposeful work within the framework of democracy's institutional system, 
surrounded by their fellow men. 


Socialist democracy's entire range is exceptionally rich. Unlike bourgeois 
democracy, it includes the economic and cultural Life as well, demanding conscious 
and regular activity from every worker, and a little more from communists. A 
permanent and increasing requirement for this is consciousness and culture and, 
within that, firet of all, political and public culture. Party education is 
primarily responsible for dealing with questions of democracy, while it also 
teaches democratic thinking and behavior. 


With reference to the essential relationships, we must mention the question of 
priority for the basic requirement, the class society, on the basis of Marxist 
social views that we need to learn about and form private and group interests in 
euch a way that they can be coordinated with social interests. The individual 
workere and communities reach the level of historical action when their activity 
is based on this knowledge. The actual practice of democracy will teach us how 
to “think in terme of the people and the nation". It is the task of party 
propaganda to epread the notion that this is the goal and function of democracy, 
in the framework of which the leaders and followers are educated and become 

tuned to the tasks that are defined and accepted by the party. In the case of an 
effieient democracy, the workers take part in dealing with matters, solving 
problems, and matching different interests. This is the course through which the 
most divergent social, economic, cultural, moral and political values are 
evaluated, separated and increased. 





The history of our country and the last quarter-century of our social development 
vividly illustrate how large forces can unite and mobilize people to ‘aprove ite 
lot and to serve progress if it ie freed from irreconcilable classe antagoniam 
that fragments society, from the duality of exploiters and exploited, and from 
the sources of the many struggles and fights that cause so much hatred, curse, 
misery and conflict which consume eo much of the nation's valuable creative 
energy. In the wake of fundamental changes, our society today ise a great 
creative community of the working class, the cooperative peasantry, and the 
intelligentaia, i.e., of friendly and fraternal classes and strata. 





Progress has conflicts, of course. But our socialist society's system of political 
inatituttons makes it possible to eliminate the tensions and contradictions; on 
the basin of the social interest's priority, it can bring to surface, order and 
implement the various interests better and better. The time we have been 
practicing democracy is historically short. We are still gaining experiences 

and values. We ourselves form and mold our democracy; no one from the outside 
should intervene. There is no one for whose sake we make any concessions to the 
so-called pluralist views which are so fashionable in the West, if this means that 
the most important thing is the competition between parties and if it means that 
the political battles that already have been fought and finished and thus are 
obsolete, would be artificially revived under our present circumstances. It 

is our conviction that our present socialist reality--and the people's interest-- 
does not need this. We are concentrating on the real demands of social 
development, on the tasks we are facing, and on the work to be done. We are 

not going to let anyone question our historic achievements and those lasting 
results (among them the most significant: socialist national unity) which our 
people achieved through so much struggle and so many difficulties. We are going 
to keep going forward by making use of our achievements, by conscientious, 
disciplined and more efficient work and by further improving our democracy. 


"The socialist system is not a permanently completed building or a carved statue", 
said comrade Janos KAddr in his latest speech to the Parliament. Socialism is 

a constantly renewed aspect of our activity; it depends on us and on our work as 
to what it actually is and how it can be. Propaganda and Party education should 
deal with questions of democracy (and with the significance of the activity that 
democracy includes) in the light of thie thought. 


Dealing with international questions is one of the most important areas of 
indoctrination and party education. This not only means the understanding and 
explanation of the world situation and foreign politics but also the strengthening 
of the confidence and conviction in the class viewpoint which show socialism's 
effects on history, on events and in the correct understanding of internationalism, 
and the support for the MSZMP's international policies. Party propaganda is doing 
ite work well in this respect. It deals with international topics in a way that 

it can contribute actively to party activity and to the propagation and realization 
of our policies. It plays a large role in that the party membership (and the 
broadest Hungarian public opinion as well) assesses the world situation realistically, 
agrees with the evaluations of the various party resolutions, and identifies with 
the party's international policies and with the struggle for progress and peace. 
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he international topics in party education also clearly reflect the essential 
efforts of education: we are atrengthening the Marxist=-Leniniat evaluation of 

the main tendencies of international progress; we are proving the decisive role of 
the soctaliat world syatem and the Soviet Union; we are emphasizing, how important 
the unity of the international Communist movement and workers’ movement ia; we are 
nhowing the characteriatic attributes of ite progress. We are showing the place 
of the of the developing countries in world politics, and point out the social 

and economic reasons for their differentiated development and orientation. We 

are unmasking the new changes in imperialiem's atrategy and the tactics of the 
Chinese leaders and their antisocialistic and anti-peace policies of their allies. 
In relation to all of this, we show the significance of the policy of detente in 
building socialism and in preserving world peace, and we show its relation to the 
possibility and taske of social progress. 


Our textoooks generally adequately express what we want to say. We know at the 
same time chat there are many new phenomena in the world, the news of which reach 
us in a matter of hours. Under the surface of the phenomena and events, a mutual 
characterietic comes to light, namely, that the factors of tension and mitigation 
are simultaneously present in the international situation. The revolutionary 
forces continue their struggle in a generally more complex environment. 





But there is a basis even for the explanation of the various events, among them the 
new phenomena: we have a solid and principled standpoint from which we can 
approach the processes in terms of Marxism-Leninism. We must be open at the same 
time to every important fact and fresh idea. For a correct orientation and 
information, which is based on the class viewpoint, cannot mean, not even in this 
area, the constant repetition of our well-known theories because party education 
can never be isolated from practice since its purpose is precisely to prepart us 
for it. This the best answer for the imperialist propaganda which, according to 
its nature and efforts, tries to overemphasize the existing difficulties and to 
distort reality by taking the actually and necessarily existing national 
characteristics out of context, and sometimes even distorts then. 


Party education and party propaganda is on the right path if it educates its 
students to learn the contradictory nature of international reality; if it helps 
to find its parts and causes and if it guards against drawing extensive and hasty 
conclusions from individual phenomena. 


Thue the international situation makes it necessary fa us to strengthen our dialectic 
thinking. Here too, we must keep an eye on the creative character of Marxist- 
Leninist theories. This presents two tasks. On the one hand, we should not deal 
dogmatically and separately with individual principles, concepts and thevretical 
conclusions. On the other hand, we cannot, under the pretext of accepting new 
views which have not yet been corroborated and justified by practice, let fade 
the positive aspects and general experiences which have been accumulated through 
the movemente's historical development. The solution today, is like it always 
has been in the movement's history: the implementation of the class viewpoint, 
the interests of the working clase and the requirements of social progress, and 
the application of dialectic methods. 











We must point out in our educational work that we can be successful on the 
internatlonal battlefield if everyone does his job at home and if our work at 
home, our soctaliet progress and social reality give eupport for our views and 
efforta in questions of foreign politics. 


In reviewing the present situation and tasks of ideological-political education, 

we can corroborate the party's experience that the party membership's increasing 
political knowledge and better ideological preparation can improve the representation 
of policies. It helps the party to confidently fulfill ite histroic mission, to 
serve the working people and to lead and direct the building of socialist society 
even under more complex foreign and domestic circumstances. It is thus a long-term 
task which the CC's October 1976 resolution gave to party education: "It should 
unfold the education effect of our ideals, and should explain and propagate 

the revolutionary teachings of Marxism-Leninism so that they will result in a 
conviction which determines both thinking and action." 
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POLAND 





KURON INTERVIEWED ON POSSIBILITY OF SOVIET INTERVENTION 
Rotterdam NRC HANDELSSLAD in Dutch 8 Dec 80 p 7 


[Report on interview with Jacek Kuron, leader of the Polish KSS-KOR (Committee for 
Social Self-Defense-Committee for the Defense of the Workers) by Frits Schalling) 


[Text] You could call him the spiritual father of Solidarity: 

Jacek Kuron, the 46-year-old social worker from Warsaw, who in 

1964 wrote an open letter to the Polish communist party in which 

he called for a Marxist analysis of the labor force in Poland. 

After that letter, Kuron was expelled from the party and since 

that time he has been an untiring activist for justice and integrity 
in Polish society. 


Branded an “antisocialist" by the authorities and jailed several 
times for shorter or longer terms, Kuror has never considered him- 
self an opponent of socialiem. In 1976 other Polish intellectuals 
grouped around him, a temperamental and committed thinker, and 
together established the KOR (the Committee for the Defense of 

the Workers), which took up the cause of the workers who were 
arrested or fired during the strikes and unrest in Radom. Since 
then Polish authorities have constantly bothered the KOR members 
and accused the organization of wanting to overthrow the govern- 
ment. Kuron and his group, on the other hand, have constantly 
maintained that the KOR is a social group and not a political one. 


In August, during the strikes at Gdanek, Kuron and the other 
members of the KOR--which in the mean time had changed its name 
to KSS-KOR: Committee for Social Self-Defense--were arrested, 
because the Polish authorities suspected KOR of having incited 
the workers in Gdansk to their strikes. That however was not 
the case: but KOR members had made sure that the outside world 
wae informed of what was going on in Gdansk in August and con- 
tinuously offered the strikers in the Lenin Shipyards advice. 
And that advice was largely based on what Kuron had already pro- 
posed a few years before: that is, the establishment of inde- 
pendent labor unions. 


33 

















Since the KOR members were released--one of the workers’ firet 
conditions for ending the atrikes in Auguet--Kuron has remained 
for the most part in Gdansk, where he functions ae one of Walesa's 
most pominant advisors. Up to a short time ago, Kuron was the 
target of unceasing attacks by the authorities, who tried in 

every conceivable way to turn hie words around and show him in a 
bad light. 


This seems to have declined in the past weeks: in an article in 
TRYBUNA LUDU of 11 Nevember, Kuron was not mentioned by name, 
although quotes of him were used to support the contention that 
KOR ie out for the power in Solidarity. Therefore it seems that 
Kuron ie at least becoming "presentable" among the political 
elite in Poland. But that, too, seews to be the last thing he is 
interested in, for Jacek Kuron is an eternal competitor. 


If everyone in Poland and in a large part of the world were holding their breath 
last week, then Jacek Kuron was definitely not. And yesterday evening, when a 
Polish friend of Kuron called up from Paris and said that according to American 
sources there was an 80-percent chance that Russia would invade on the night of 
Sunday and Monday, he did not seem to be much impressed by that. "We shall see," 
he said, “and if it proves not to be true, as I expect, for I do not believe in it, 
then that will once again be nothing more than empty words." 





On the communique from the seven Warsaw Pack countries which was published last 
Friday in Moscow after the summit conference about the situation in Poland, Kuron 
said that that is a declaration in which the Warsaw Pact wants to assure the West 
as to ite motives. That means: no intervention, He feels that the dangerous 
element in that is that the Polish authorities have made certain promises there 
which they will perhaps not be able to fulfill. 


"If they have been required to promise that Poland remain in the Russian sphere of 
influence, then that is ok, We agree to that. But if they have obligated them- 
selves to reverse what was agreed upon in Auguet, then that is dangerous, In practice 
that would come down to Solidarity's breaking its ties with what the authorities 

call ‘antisocialist elements.’ And that means breaking off contact with people who 
have stood up for democratic changes in the country for quite some time and who play 

a very important role in Solidarity and who are accepted by society. Neither Soli- 
darity nor society will accept the breaking of those ties. If the authorities have 
entered into an obligation like that, then they will never be able to fulfill it." 


Monopoly 


Kuron sees the Moscow meeting as evidence favoring his belief that the Polish drama 
cannot have anything but a “happy ending:" "The Soviet Union knows that a war would 
break out here if they were to make an attack. Moscow does not want that, and 
neither does Poland iteelf, so that is a common interest. 


"Only, the bounds must not be exceeded: the leading role of the party means that a 
monopoly position exists for the authorities in the army, politics, the foreign policy 
orientation and in the central government. Which comes down to the fact that the 
authorities are the equal partners of the independently organized society. As 
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authorities, then, they should be able to make good on the compromises which have 
been achieved by negotiation, But I am persuaded that the Soviet Union will not 
intervene militarily in events in Poland," 


Among many representatives of Solidarity and with Kuron in particular, a total 
indifference can be descried with respect to what takes place within the party: the 
Seventh PZPR Congress of last week, the election of Gen Moczar to the Politbureau, it 
leaves them all cold because according to them it has no influence on the events in 
Poland. 





Kuron: I! am totally uninterested in what happens in the party. Changes in Poland 
do not proceed from the policies of the party, but from what society forces out of 
the authorities. 


I have alweye said that and the events of this year have put me in the right. No 
matter who etends at the head of the party, he will have to take into account the 
forces of the organized society. On ite part, organized society must take into 
account the faci that the authorities here are being watched over by Soviet tanks. 
Therefore organized society can never overthrow the authorities, it cannot exceed the 
bounds within which the authorities feel themselves constrained, for then a violent 
counteroffensive would follow. 


Balance 


"The authorities must now seek to find a position of equality with organized society, 
a balance that is based on negotiation and compromises. The problem of the moment is 
the finding of the institutionalized form for those negotiations and compromises. At 
the moment we are involved in that along with them." 


[Question] What do you think about the position of the West and the manner in which 
the Western media are handling the crisis in Poland? 





[Answer|} I am afraid of the West's position, What the press in the West is writing 
comes down to the idea that we are threatened with intervention and that that is the 
result of our irresponsibility and improvidence. That is shameful and insulting 
because the workers in Poland are doing what they must do, they simply cannot do 
anything else, and they are doing it in a very provident manner, despite all the 
provocations and irresponsible action of the authorities. 


What is happening in the Western press is only an invitation to the Russians to inter- 
vene, Intervention is put forward as something unavoidable, as a natural law. And 
the atmosphere which is being called up by the media in the West is that it is our 
fault. And that is insulting. 


[Question] What do you think of other forms of intervention by which the Soviet Union 
could bring the events in Poland under ite control, such as blockading the harbors, 
for instance, or stopping the deliveries of oil and gas? 


[Anewer| That would cause a situation in which Poland would be forced into open 
opposition, and then the Russians would really have to intervene. And that is pre- 
cisely what they wish to avoid." 


PHOTO CAPTIONS 


1, p 7 Polish KOR leader, Jacek Kuron: I Am Convinced That Russia Will Not Invade. 
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POLAND 


ESCALATION OF POLISH CRISIS, DANISH ASSISTANCE NOTED 
LD151307 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 10 Dec 80 Part 1 p 1 
("CB and "LK" report: “Denmark Prepared for Polish Refugees" |] 


[Text] The government is preparing itself for the consequences of a further 
escalation of the Polish crisis and a possible Soviet occupation. 


After briefing the Folketing Foreign Affairs Committee yesterday Foreign Minister 
Kjeld Olesen said that the government “has looked into what Danish aid could be 
necessary in any given situation.” Kjeld Olesen said that it was especially a 
possible refugee problem he was thinking about. Kjeld Olesen did not want to go 
into detail about the government's plans but said that it was, of course, follow- 
ing the situation very closely. 


A NATO fleet exercise in the Baltic this week has no connection with developments 
in Poland he stressed. 


Prime Minister Anker Joergensen said afte: a government meeting yesterday that 
"it looks as if the situation in Poland has grown tenser, but we still hope that 
there will not be any interference from outside." 


The Danish Government has also granted help in the form of foodstuffs to Poland 
on the usual export credit terms after a request from Poland. An EEC ministerial 
meeting in December will also discuss food aid. 


The Defense High Command announced yesterday that it is following the situation 
in Poland closely, but does not recommend that steps to heighten combat readi- 
ness be taken as long as reports on Soviet troop movements in Poland are not 
confirmed, the announcement said. 


CSO: 43106 
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ROMANIA 


RESPONSE OF ART TO ASPTRATIONS OF MASSES 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALTSTA in Romanian No 24, 20 Dee 80 pp 31-3k 
[irticle by Dumitru Matet: “Art and the Aspirations of the Massses"7 


The relationship of art to the life, experience, thoughte and ideals of the 
Raseee, to society's problems, ani to the structures of perception in keeping with 
the spirit of the times is now one of the urgent subjects of philosophical reflecti- 
on upon the literary-artistic output, pro by extensive ideological con 
frontations. While within the limite 
said relationship wae largely treated 1 
strictly formal terms, actually the si 
the ideological aspect of the relationship 
is reflected in the acutely felt need to 
determine, theoretically and practically, his supreme status « 
conditions of contemporary society. But that ie the subject of the present 
ideologica) confrontations and the discussions in the last few decades that have 
produced contradictory solutions concerning the situa 

wal in the contemporary systems of values. 


Like the other fields of intellectual activity, the worldwide artistic movement is 
deeply involved in this confrontation, firet because meditation on 
has never been lacking in the theory as well as the practice of the artisti 
ami schools. Any consideration, however cursory, of the artisti 

period between the wares, for example, strikingly reveals the 

artistic schoole took « critical and sometimes polemic view 
of the human system of values in the bourgeois world, 


In the configuration of social activity and in the present-day intellectual climte, 
art has multiplied ite fields of experience and ties with the masses to an unprece- 
dented extent. Of course this has also brought about the reverse reaction, namely 
the emphasis placed by som theorists of art, from the standpoint of philosophical 
and aesthetic idealism, upon the so-called "fixed and immutable structures® of the 
intellect and of aesthetic perception, that ie actually upon indifference to poli- 
tics and noncomnitment, for the very purpose of diseimulating and disturbing art's 
relations with the interests and social aspirations of the masses. In this connec- 
tion Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu pointed out the fact that "In the world of today as 
always throughout history there is an acute ideological confrontation between the 
revolutionary, progressive forces ani the exploiting classes and reactionary circles 
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concerning « mumber of basic problems of social development and organisation, the 
righte and freedoms of the masses, the human condition, philosophical thought and 
the intellectual output,"« 


Art in Historical Perspective 


A prejudice of arbitrarily aestheticistic origin ie still circulating to the effect 
that the artiete's presence alongside the popular masses in their struggle for free- 
dam and social justice and for a better and more just world would necessarily and 
immediately regult in sacrifice of artistry in favor of the extra-artistic factors, 
neglect of the distinctive nature of the artistic creative act in favor of the poli- 
tical ideal on the agenda etc. Tt mast be said that this prejudice has had and can 
have some justification in fact, but only if the artist falls into the reverse, so- 
Clologiting prejudice to the effect that the necessity of including and "reflecting" 
the social does not require special studies of ite particular form and language and 
consequeritly that the “demands of commitment” involve sacrifice, without risk, of 
the individual way of thinking and relating to the world. In calling them prejudic- 
es I have called both these attitudes false. In faulting them, we must first invoke 
the real dialectics of the historical factors and the fact that the artiste's rela- 
tion to reality ie not always emphasized to the same extent and in the same way. 
The history of artistic experience has known periods of relative social and intellec- 
tual equilibrium and of relative stability of the social structures and systems of 
values, and periods wherein the theory of art was more strikingly committed to form- 
al etudies and to exemination and reexamination of the foundations and particular 
languages of art. The whole artistic movement from impressionism to analytical and 
synthetic cublem, to take an example from the fine arts, can be confined to such a 
period. The period of poetic symbolism or Parnassianiam was also the period of such 


an emphasis. 


Modification of the intensity and nature of the emphasis and orientation of the out- 
put preferably toward the troubled areas of the social are indicative of another cen- 
ter of motivating forces. Puturiem, dadaiam and surrealism can be listed among the 
most virulent artistic movements, and they were formed in reaction te the deteriors- 
tion of the capitalist world's system of values. In connection with such a historio- 
al dialectic of the emphases, Bugen Lovinescu said in reference to the national im- 
plications of World War I that "The moment when the fate of our people, of all Burope 
and perhaps of human civilization is being weighed in the balance is not the time 
for any useless beauty. The national soul is struggling in the toils of life and 
death problems. All energies must be used for the immediate benefit of the nation. 
Tt ie in our tradition as writers to play a large part in great patriotic movements 
ami in actions that have strengthened our modern state." 





In fact, from their origins to the present time Romanian literature and art have 
openly assumed the role of promoting and expressing consciousness of social justice 
and of mtional unity and independence. A Samuil Micu, Gheorghe Sincai or Ion Budai- 
Delearm implanted and fostered consciousness of the Romanian people's unity and La- 
tin origin, their national dignity and pride, and the ides of their right to inde 
pendence. The feeling of national pride was enhanced, in Ion Budai-Delearm's verses 
for example, by the desire to fight for freedom. All the Pasoptist writers rallied 
their spiritual energies around the ideal of freedom. Aleceandri wrote "Our Sol- 
diers" out of a great and true patriotic spirit. Origorescu painted his canvases 
and later Cosbuc wrote his deathless poems in "Songs of Courage” with an inspiring 
feeling of participation in the people's struggle for independence. At these 


SWiiclae Ceausescu, “Speech at the Meeting of Chief Party and State activists. 
3 August 1974,* Political Publishing House, p lh. 
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oriticoal pointe in Romanian history of the last century (1448, 1659 and 1877) the 
avuthore and artiste added thelr message to the social dimension, sensitising the com 
mnity consciousness and bringing out ite latent aspirations and aime. All critical 
pointe in Romania's social and national history were sustained by art, But it oan 
aleo be said that in a sense they were created by art because litereture and art 
formed and strengthened the consciousness of them. 


Art and the masses’ social and national aspirations are forces for solidarity in the 
Romanian aesthetic consciousness. We find thie idea, which became permanent, firmly 
expressed by Mihail Kogalniceanu: "As expressions of the intellect, Literature and 
art have no hopes of survival except where they originate in the very core of the 
peoples... If we are to have a national literature and art they must be related to 
society, ite custom ina word, to our history." The great act of unification 
of 1 December 1918 as as the revolution in August 194; cannot be dissociated 
from the efforte of centuries of Romanian literature and art to cre 

nese of Romanian historical and national identity. In the Romanian intellectuality 
the citisen-artist never had meteoric or symbolic apparitions. The 

tiste and writers were never apart from the t social and na 
never embraced the “ivory tower" ideology. darmatic moments of 1907 and 
also be invoked to this effect. Romanian literature and art can be ned 
great moving fire fed by love of country and a feeling of worth. 


There is no critical point in Romania's national and social history that does not 
give Romanian artiste a subject for creative work and thought. The 

omary changes marking Romania's history in the last three decades have restored to 
the artistic consaiousness one of ite older traditions, the militant tradition, on 
higher levels of comprehension. Consistent in spirit with the RCP's revolutionary 
humariem, contemporary Romanian artistic experience is foming and determining a new, 
socialist intellectuality and contributing to a aystem of values wherein the human 


personality will be fully developed. 


But it should be noted that the artist's relation to the masses' social and m tional 
aspirations does not annihilate the irreducible vision of his creative individuality. 
On the contrary, the dialectics of the relation of the individual to the social stri- 
Kingly reveale the fact that the constant interaction of individual thought and vi- 
sion with social reality (in the broad sense) enhances, broadens and refines the mes- 
sage of the work. Of course no individuality is conceivable that is restricted and 
reduced to itself. The creative attitude in art cannot be understood apart from the 
organic relationship between the individual and the social. On the contrary, it can 
be said that thie relationship unleashes the artist's creative energies and guides 
him toward the major centerr of interest in the relation of his art to reality. It 
is a false idea that if he represents the masses’ aspirations the artist would have 
nothing to do but passively “reflect” the values of his environment without playing 
any part in determination of the social imperatives. But it is sufficient to think 
of Eminescu, Sadovearm and Tudor Arghesi, of Lucian Blaga, Rebrearm or Marin Preda, 
Bnescu, Ciucurencu or Brancusi, to mention only a few, in order to clearly realize 
that in their works the individual-social relationship took the form of a high idea 
of the destinies of art and of the great mission they undertook in shaping the defin- 
itive characteristics of the Romanian artistic perception. But the artiste’ and au- 
thors' acceptance of the masses' social and mtional ideals does not in iteelf bring 
about the velue and lasting cuality of the work. Wot all writers who embraced the 
peasants’ ideals of freedom and justice, for example, (Think of sowerism and popular- 
iem) have ipso facto created lasting works. The personality, talent, and power to 

















“reate and commnicate are decisive there, Caml Petresou's novel "A Man Among Men" 
ie an aesthetic Value and a work that has lent brilliance te Romanian literature, 
The same cannot be said of a number of older or more recent works that have treated 
the same important subjects but do not qualify a@ valuable artistic creations, 


The history of creative literature and art shows that the Romanian people's aspira- 
tions to freedom, social justice, independence and sovereignty have been and 

served by authentic artistic works, In Romaria the era of the "sociological gi- 
," which became a kind of flat, redundant illustrativiem, has unquesti pas- 
» The formation of the aesthetic consciousness has undergone an essential change, 
namely extensive abandonment of the opportunistic, topical route with minim] aesthet- 
ic and philosophical com tment, as well as abandonment of the facile, psychological 
ard impress tic exercise in favor of posing problems of authentic depth and of 
construction egib Viesion. In hie speech at the Conference of the Union of 
Plastic arti in 1975, Comrade Nicolae Ceausesou very clearly said that we do not 
want any kind of work with a subject content, but subject works executed with artie- 
tic skill, works presenting our entire people's labor, life and seal in constructing 
life and the new society, works presenting the history and heroic struggle of the 
masses ari the commniste for freedom and national independence, for social and na- 
tional justice, and for socialiam, ®t all thie mst be presented in an artistic 
form demonstrating the talent and creative power of the creators of beauty for the 
intellectual powers of the people. 











Art and Aesthetic Education of the Masses 


Art's noble duty to embrace and serve the msses' social ideals must be combined na- 
turally with its obligations in the way of aesthetic education. Oonsidered from this 
standpoint, the problem should be studied under other headings, since one cannot 
speak of art and the masses in general. The arte do not all have equally the same 
capacity to influence and educate, because they cannot have the same language or the 
same way of entering the inner texture of hwmn feelings. What is to be expected of 
literary prose ia not suitable for decorative art, for example, just as we cannot 
equate literature and architecture and make the same demands upon them, An aquarelle 
landscape lacks the civic mobilising power of a militant drawing or a political pos- 
ter. Poetry's way of educating differs from that of the theater and cinema and from 
that of the operetta or musical hall etc. Therefore it follows that when it comes to 
aesthetic education the “popular masses" (a category of sociology and political ideo- 
logy) are divided into particular "publics" when it ie a question of any given form 
of artistic manifestation, whether it is an exhibit, film, opera, symphony etc. This 
is quite natural because 411 do not have the same sensory equipment, the same artistic 
preferences and inclinations or the same artistic culture. One man of the public 
has no ear for music but is gifted with umeual color perception and does not like 
opera but is fond of the circus, etc. Another cannot distinguish colors, prefers the 
theater and cinema and proves to be a devotee of light music. Another turns off the 
radio when «a aymphorny is transmitted but tunes in for a program of popular music or 
songe, etc. Of course this is not a mtter "tastes" or “inclinations” alone but also 
of artistic culture and the time invested to cultivate a given field of art. 


As Marx said on thie subject, "Who wishes to enjoy art must have artistic culture.* 
In this respect the masses' aesthetic education (and general cultural education) ne- 
cesearily requires a constantly active two-way relationship, from the artist and art 
to the masses and from the moses to art and the artist. The erest artists of Rom- 
Mian culture, as of all the world's cultures, have always communicated with the ms- 
ses because they were forming "a viewpoint” for contemporaries and because they 








wanted to be understood, known and heard by them. But a Picasso or a Brancusi, for 
example, cannot be understood without artistic culture although it le accessible in 
intent and in artistic formula. "“Ouernica" or "The Skilled Bird" sarea Maia 

are not worke “for the understanding of 211," even if the title the picture or 
sculpture coincides with the image represented or suggested to special knowledge, 
Thle by no means indicates that they were created for pivileged groups, elite tastes 
etc, The artist (poet, novelist, playwright, painter, sculptor or musician) educates 
aesthetically only if the public for his art and work makes efforts to approach and 
assimilate his message. The fact should also be recorded here that an artist may be 
trying (note Tudor Viam) to institute a new viewpoint regarding form and language in 
general. Within this process, the effort to innovate and discover becomes paramount, 
that is a discovery in the intrinsic fundamentals of art, a discovery that cannot be 
spontaneously accepted and understood by all artiste or the entire public. The in 
novation opens up (as a fundamental viewpoint in art) the possibility of the appear. 
ance of a new style through the vision and work of an individual, but the formation 
and institution of the new artistic style extends over historical periods, For ex- 
ample, the transition from the figurative to the nonfigurative form in painting or 
sculpture was the result of essential changes in the aesthetic functions of the artis- 
tic language, and it was a transition that was not accepted and understood at first 
by the entire art-loving public. Such characteristics of creative work show that 
all cannot be expected from art and nothing from the public, especially when the Ro- 
marian public has quite exceptional opportunities to cultivate and practice the arts. 
On the other hand it is quite impossible to as the artistic brigades to resolve the 
state of the production plan etc, through satire and humor, 


But to pursue this train of thought, perhaps we should ask ourselves what we mean by 
the idea of “accessibility” in reference to art. If "to be accessible" means "to be 
understood," what do we mean when we state that art is to be understood? Everyone 
will say that Eminescu is accessible, but it is by no means certain that everyone 
understands Eminescu. Therefore to be accessible does not always and necessarily 
mean to be understood because ®understanding of art" requires artistic culture de- 
pending on the work we are looking at. 


When we suggest or require that the artist be accessible it means we are asking him 
to mobilize all his capacities to penetrate into the sensibilities of the receiver, 
where his work is actually “understood.* For the artist, accessibility is the capa- 
city to form and cormmnicate emotions. For the public, it is the capacity (acquired 
through artistic culture and the effort to approach and to know) to receive and as- 
cimilate. Accessibility is a category of relationships ani not an intrinsic attri- 
bute of the work. There are mary accessible works (in the sense that we understand 
rationally what the subject is, especially in the arts of the language) that commni- 
cate nothing, just as there are also many spectators who are not accessible to the 
great and authentic works of art but who, on the other hand, are fascinated by ridi- 
culous works, 


Another consequence of the study of the art-public relationship lies in the fact that 
in the process of the masses' aesthetic education (in the sense that each art creates 
ite public), art mobilizes all ite specialties, namely literary and artistic criti- 
clem, history of literature and art, philosophical aesthetics and theory of the arts, 
psychology and sociology of art, etc. The institutionalized system of culture, edu- 
cation etc. ie added to these fields. 











The act of criticiem is highly important in the aesthetic education of the community. 
Griticiam in the higher sense of the word, namely a philosophically and aesthetical- 
ly substantiated value judgment, ie decisive there, among other things. Much has 
been written and said in Romania recently on the functions of literary and artistic 
criticiem. It ie in the nature of things because it carries on a worthy tradition 
under the requirements of aesthetic education of the masses or the various categories 
of the public interested in art. The question is whether the way criticiem perform 
ie satisfactory or not. The critics themselves, or most of the best ones, have not 
hesitated to state that the critic's function is sometimes undermined, in its reason 
for being, by attitudes contrary to the healthy cultural climate. There are critics 
who allow their citical opinions to be guided far too much by professional pride. 
But it is not different critical judgments, which are normal and understandable in 
themselves, that perplex and confuse the public but value judgments at opposite poles, 
from the blind superlative to the even more blind rejection, clearly betraying the 
spirit of “selective affinity.” Indecision in judgment, lukewarm reviews (which do 
not irritate), and language that is sometimes too affected and stilted are all situa- 
tions that divert the critical act from its essential purpose of objectively promot- 
ing the values in the records where they become living values. Literary and artist- 
ic criticiem is the field of intellectual activity that reveals to the public the 
ways of assimilating the work of art. It provides the means whereby the public it- 
self will find the centers of ite intellectual radiation when it has them. But ite 
chief mission is to discover and multiply them and to form "viewpoints" around it. 

It will not discover them if the artist is censured as a mn (with sympathy or anti- 
pathy), but by studying the intellectual work with great integrity. 


The more complex aspects and problems of aesthetic education appear in the perspec- 
tive of theoretical activity, because that is the framework for enhancing the capaci- 
ty for perception and judgment of value. Having artistic culture means being able 
to extract or derive a criterion for judgment from direct contact with the work and 
to formate, justify and substantiate a value judgment through knowledge of the par- 
ticular type of language (plastic, musical, literary et al.). Relating aesthetic 
education to the constituent factors and structures of the aesthetic consciousness 
brings out the complexity of the educational process ani the multitude of levels to 
which the receiving subject must relate in order to comprise and understand the par- 
ticular movemente of a given artistic period. 


Thanks to the RCP's revolutionary-humanist cultural policy and the combined efforte 
of the creators in the field of "the beautiful," of the literary and artistic critics 
and historians, and of the aestheticiste and men of culture in general, the emotional 
charge of art has penetrated more deeply in recent years into the aesthetic sensibil- 
ities and consciousness of the community. 
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ROMAN TA 


UNITY, DIVERSITY IN CONTEMPORARY MARXIST THOUGHT 
Bucharest BRA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 24, 20 Dec 80 pp 28-30 


[Article by Univ Prof Or Gh, Al. Casan7 


(rext/ The problem of unity and diversity of Marxist thought has been a subject of 
scussion and theoretical confrontation since the revolutionary conception of the 
working class was formed, becoming increasingly complex with more intensive study of 
the history and organisation of the political parties of the proletariat and the 
growing role and influence of the Marxist theory in the world. 


The unity of Marxist thought essentially coincides with the need of creative applica- 
tion of the priniciples of dialectical and historical materialiem to the social- 
historical conditions of the world of today and to the conditions in which every par- 
ty of the working clase operates. 


Theoretical Confrontations on Unity and Diversity 


Marxist thought is uniform in spirit and in the ideal for which it militeates, namely 
abolition of exploitation of man by man and alienations of the human being, and the 
triumph of socialism ani commniem. Ite diversity ies also a necessity because the 
same general principles of research and analysis and the same spirit are applied by 
different people and political forces under different circumstances. 


Creative theory is usually a collective creation today. In the field of Marxist 
thought it is primarily the result of the theoretical activity of the cawmnist and 
labor parties, which operate in countries with different developmental levels, dif- 
ferent social-political syst ‘od a wide variety of scientific and cultural tra- 
ditions and social-historical « political realities. Of course this calle for a 
great diversity of efforts and an accordingly great diversity of solutions to the 
problems confronting each party. Thie diversity of efforts is more apparent in the 
social-politiocal problems and those of strategy and tactios and ways of achieving 
socialist society than it is in the general ontological problems, although there is 
no uniformity of views on them either, 


The history of Marxist thought as well as social-political experience show that sci- 
entific understanding of the relationship between the unity and diversity of Marxist 
thought is one of the main sources of development of the revolutionary theory and a 
sine qua non for the growth of its capacity for correct interpretation of the evolu- 
tion of the world and for ite revolutionary reforn. 
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"wo attitudes toward Marxiam can be distinguished in general in contemporary non- 
Marxist ideology, one that professes Marx' creative theoretical work in iteelf but 
does not acoept the political conclusions of Marxiet philosophy, and a conservative 
attitude characterized by rejection of M xisn, 


The representatives of the first view (J. P. Sartre, M. Merleau-Ponty, ©. L. Strauss 
etc.) make an important contribution to development of the theory in various fields 
of the human sciences such as anthropology, philosophy of culture, philosophy of his- 
tory, theory of knowledge, epistemology etc. The exponents of the second view mostly 
take anticommrist and antidemocratic stands, like the "new philosophers" or the ad- 
herente of the "new right" for example. Along with their denial of Marxism from re- 
actionary positions, they reject democracy and humaniom regardless of their historic- 
al forms. Using sophietries and ignoring the dialectics of unity and diversity, they 
oppose Marx to Engels, Marx and Engels to Lenin, and Marx, Engele and Lenin to the 
ideology of the communist and labor parties of our time. The purpose of these at- 
tempte is to falsify Marxiem, to confuse the masses in order to alienate then from 
their revolutionary ideology and in general to defend the realities of the capitalist 
world and the capitalist systen. 


Some of the bourgeois interpreters of Marxist thought make absolutes of the disconti- 
mity and diversity of ite aspects to prove that it is a theoretical impossibility to 
speak of "Marxiam." Adherents of the so-called theory of "pluralism of Marxism" also 
take such stands, for the general purpose of discrediting what ie everlasting in the 
revolutionary conception of the working class, namely abolition of exploitation of 
man by man and the objective necessity of socialist revolution and construction. The 
proliferation of this anti-Marxiest and anticommunist theory in the United States, 
France, West Germany etc. , as well as the conception of the "new right" or the "new 
philosophy," reflect the crisis of the capitalist system and conservative ideology 
and the latter's inability to relate objectively to the changes characteristic of the 
present period, 





As we know some viewpointe and trends developed within the labor movement that were 
contrary to the creative spirit characteristic of the revolutionary theory and could 
not contribute to the development of Marxist thought. 





Dogmatiam played a negative part in that respect. From the theoretical standpoint, 
it reduces Marxist thought to a collection of pointe and principles considered valid 
once and for all, and it also reduces the richness of life and ite dialectics to ab- 
stract formilas. It reduces dialectical and historical materialism and scientific 
communism to a few laws and then tries to explain the diversity of the world by then. 
Dogmatiam is metaphysical in essence. It replaces comprehensive investigation of the 
phenomena with a narrow arbitrariness and usually substitutes voluntarism for specif- 
io-historical analysis. 


In making "unity" of thought within Marxiem absolute, dogmtism took a metaphysical 
view of the relation between the general and particular, underrating or even denying 
the particular and the laws and traite characteristic of the various countries or 
social-historical phenomena. The dogmatic spirit obdurately opposed diversity of 
thought, with bad effects upon creative Marxist theory but also upon practical acti- 
vity of building socialist society and organising the class struggle of the prole- 
tariat in the capitalist countries. 


The RCP considers unity of Marxist thought feasible solely on the basis of creative 
application of dialectical and historica] materialiem and the principles of 
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scientific socialiam to the processes characteristic of the present world and to the 
particular conditions under which each revolutionary party of “he working class oper- 
ates. The RCP also feels that unity of thought and action, as a new kind of unity, 
necessarily requires observance of each party's political independence and its right 
to form ite domestic and international policies independently. As Comrade Nicolae 
Ceausescu pointed out, the diverse conditions under which the commnist and labor par- 
ties operate "require each party to develop its political policy and revolutionary 
strategy and tactics independently and in keeping with the realities of the respec- 
—2* i in order to find the right solutions for the revolutionary reform of 
ety." 


The RCP believes unity of thought reouires a creative approach both to the theoretic- 

al legacy of the Marxist-Leninist classics and to the immediate realities. From firm 

positions of dialectical and historical materialiem and scientific commnism, the 

RGP ceaselessly militates to strengthen and develop the new kind of unity of Marxist 

18 = action through the conception it is developing and in ite entire politi- 
pra oe. 


To thie end special emphasis is placed upon the necessary development of the dialogue 
and theoretical discussion, in an atmosphere of mutual respect and understanding, of 
all problems confronting the commnist and labor parties including the differences of 
opinion that have occurred and are still occurring in the labor movement. As it says 
in the RCP Program, "The differences of opinion on the various problems of contempor- 
ary development that are bound to arise under the present conditions must in no way 
interfere with collaboration and solidarity among the parties." 


In the RCP's documente as well as in its political practice, emphasis is placed upon 

thorough knowledge of other communist and labor parties' experience, upon scientific 

study of each intividual party's contribution to development of revolutionary thought 
and practice, upon what unites and not what separates one party from another. 


RCP's Contribution to Creative Development of Marxist Thought 


Creatively applying Marxiam to Romania's conditions, once political power was gained 
by the working class in alliance with the working peasantry and the other categories 
of workers, the RCP prepared a scientific program for national progress on the path 
of socialist construction, concentrating ite efforts on restoration and development 
of working cless unity, formation of the socialist sector in industry, organization 
of the state sector in agriculture and cooperativisation of agriculture, and improve- 
ment of the public's material and cultural living standard. Determination of the 
party's uniform, scientific conception of the basic objectives and directions of 
general economic, scientific and cultural development played an important part in 
building the new society. The methods of implementing those processes are them- 
selves contributions to the creative application and development of Marxism in 
Romania. 


The period since the Ninth RCP Congress, which bears the stamp of Party Secretary 
General Nicolae Ceausescu's tireless thought and activity, has inaugurated a new era 
of decisive importance to the history of our entire people. Marxist thought in 
Romania has entered upon a new stage of ite development, characterized by creative 
oroginality, versatility, objective scientific spirit, revolutionary boldness and 
realiem, and a comprehensive dialectical approach to socialist construction and the 


changes in the contemporary world. 
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The concept of a fully developed socialist society is one of the most important the- 
oretical problems extensively studied by the RCP, Tt marks a stage characterized by 
intensive progress of the productive forces, rapid development of industry, agricul- 
ture and the other economic sectors on the basis of the latest scientific and techni- 
Cal advances, and by proper distribution of the productive forces throughout the whole 
nation to permit harmonious national development and gradual equation of city and vil- 
lage. ieflecting constant improvement of socialist production relations and of the 
entire people's material and cultural living standard, scientific and cultural devel- 
opment, and formation of the well-rounded human personality, the concept of the fully 
developed socialist society demonstrates the processual character of socialist soci- 
ety, the existence of definite stages of socialist construction, and the existence of 
@ specific dialectic of the entirety of the processes characteristic of this histori- 
cally important phenomenon. 


The concept of the fully developed socialist society is an original contribution to 
development of Marxist thought concerning the general-particular relationship in so- 
Clalist construction, ection and the objective-subjective correlation, and the rela- 
tionship between the general laws of social development and the particular laws of 
the present period. 


Accordingly the problem of the relationship between the idea of the existence of a 
uniform socialist economy in Romania and the view of Romania as a developing country 
is a theoretical problem of great importance to both thought anc practical activity. 
The two ideas are not mutually exclusive or contradictory. The nature of the produc- 
tion relations characteristic of the Romanian economy and the elimination of the ex- 
ploiting classes show that we are among the most advanced countries from the stand- 
point of the social system. But the level of the national income, the ratio between 
the labor forces in industry and agriculture, etc. indicate a major gap between Rom- 
ma's economic development and that of the developed countries and that Romania is 
actually a developing country. Definition of Romania as a socialist country and al- 
so a developing one corresponds to the objective reality, considering the nature of 
ite economic, political and social relations on the one hand and the level of its 
economic development and especially of its productive forces on the other. 





Dialectical interpretation of the two aspects of the Romanian reality enabled the 
party to develop a realistic strategy to raise Romania to a high level of industrial, 
agricultural, scientific and cultural development and enhancement of the people's 
welfare. 


One of the problems the RCP has been emphasizing is that of the nature and role of 
the contradictions in socialism and the ways of resolving them. As Comrade Nicolae 
Ceausescu pointed out, scientific analysis of of the socioeconomic facts of socialism 
“definitely demonstrates that there are still contradictions in socialist society 
and that even new ones will arise. Some of them may become antagonistic and can 
place great difficulties in the way of building the new social order.*® 


Antagonistic contradictions are caused by the various forms of ownership, by the dis- 
crepancy between the development of production forces and relations on the one hand 
and the forms of production organisation and management on the other, by the differ- 
ences between city and village, by disregard of the objective laws of social devel- 
opment, by the great gaps between incomes, etc. The contradictions are not only a 
reality under socialism but also a motive force of general development. That is why 
the RCP considers it one of its most important tasks to study them intensively, to 
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determine them, and to take purposeful action so that they will not spread, become 
antagonistic and lead to violent clashes. This necessarily requires development of 
the role of the subjective factor and especially of the party. 


The RCP has made an outstanding contribution to development of the Marxist theory of 
the nation and ite role under the conditions of the present period in general and un- 
der those peculiar to socialist society in particular, In the historical-materialist 
view the nation is not a historically outmoded reality, just as the policy of national 
unity and development of the socialist nation is not indicative of an unscientific 
position that opposes the nation to socialist internationalism, On the contrary, re 
al history demonstrates that in some states the process of forming the nation is not 
yet complete, while in the developed countries some features of the nation perform 

& progressive function. On the other hand the victory of socialism creates new con- 
ditions for the nation's advancement and development. Under socialism the nation ac- 
quires superior characteristics and constitutes a motive force for development of 
socialist society. Every nation's consolidation and development and ite continued 
prosperity are factors for strengthening internationalist solidarity. 


Scientific analysis of the relationship between social existence and social awareness 
has had and still has an important role in the party's whole creative theory. The 
RCP does not consider the lag of social awareness behind social existence inevitable. 
Therefore it has develcped a revolutionary concept of the place and role of political 
and ideological education in the formation of the new man and in socialist construc- 
tion in general, and of the ways of forming the fully developed personality. Prepar- 
ation of the standards of socialist ethics and justice is highly important in this 
respect, and their application reflects the party's deep concern for the individual 
and his needs, for the enhancement of democracy, freedom and justice, and for respect 
for the human being. 


The essential characteristic of the analysis of these problems lies in their specific- 
historical treatment on the basis of the socioeconomic, political and cultural facts 
and experience with socialist construction in Romania and other countries. 





The RCP Program for Building the Fully Developed Socialist Society and for Romania's 
Advance Toward Communism, the party's ideological, theoretical and political charter, 
fully reflecte the RCP's contribution to the growing prestige and influence of Marz- 
ist thought in the world of today and to the creative development of dialectical and 
historical materialism. Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu writes, "The Program scientifical- 
ly substantiates the basic principles of the fully developed socialist society as a 
higher stage of socialism, as well as a mumber of processes in the transition to com 
muniem and characteristics of the commnist order." The determination of the content 
of this stage in the RCP Program illustrates the processual nature of Marxist thought 
in Romania and ite vital character in constant change and development. 


In summarising the directions of Romania's development in constructing the fully de- 
veloped socialist society and advancing toward commnism, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu 
pointed out that "This stage secures the all-around, harmonious and uniform develop- 
ment of the productive forces and all socioeconomic activities, and it coordinates 
the forces and relations of social production more and more completely. The fully 
developed socialist society creates the material and cultural conditions for complete 
implementation of the socialist principles of ownership and distribution." Gradual 
transition to commnism is considered a *uniform dialectical process" and a purpose- 
ful construction of the masses. This process fosters the leadership of the party, 
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wnich concentrates ite efforts on intensification of the revolutionary spirit, scien- 
tific organisation of all social activity, and further improvement of social experi- 
ence. By virtue of ite dialectical spirit, its bold and daring thought, and its so- 
lutions to life's great problems, the RCP Program is profoundly humanistic and better 
expresses the Romanian people's way of life and thought and the harmonious combina- 
tion of this way with the spirit of dialectical and historical materialism and with 
the current advances of science and culture, 


In view of the complexity of Romania's present stage, the documents of the 1?th Party 
Congress formulated the concept of a socialist country with a medium development. It 
aleo demonstrated the importance of the qualitative processes in building the fully 
developed socialist society, making an important contribution to the concept of the 
quality of socialist life and to the ways and means of developing it. 


The victories the Romanian people have won under the party's leadership, the develop- 
ment of the productive forces, the improvement of production relations and social or- 
ganization and management, the continuing democratization of all activity, and the 
enhancement of the entire people's material and cultural living standard reflect the 
truth of the RCP's creative theory and the validity of the principles and ideas it 
has developed and of its whole conception of the world and lifes. 
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ROMANIA 


NEW TREATMENT FOR PSYCHOPATHIC ILLNESSES 
Bucharest FLACARA in Romanian 13 Nov 80 p 8 
[Article by Liviu Timbus] 


[Text] In spite of the numerous and spectacular successes of modern therapy, 
psychopatic illnesses further involve the foggiest realm of medicine nowadays. 
Trw, more than befure the specialists have in this nebulous realm also de- 
ciphered etiological chains and identified many psychopolluting factors and 
various diagnostic and therapeutical procedures today considerably help to 
attenuate some serious anomalies of the central and peripheral nervous sys- 
tem. Nevertheless, nobody so far has invented a drug that would -- like the 
antibiotics -- liquidate the "germs" of dementia or a vaccine that would 
destroy the "viruses" of deliriant psychoses. Psychotherapy further requires 
special vocation, medical staff with comprehensive training, endowed with 
intuition and also equally with heaps of patience and inexhaustible resourcer 
of tact, comprehension and self-control. 


That is why we were very surprised when we received a letter addresses to 
our newspaper informing us that people in Pitesti invented a drug capable of 
curing in a record period of time a whole array of serious psychopatic ill- 
nesses. The writer of the letter, engineer A. C., informs us that he is one 
of the happy recipients of the terrific drug produced at the Laboratory of 
Mental Hygiene of the county by psychiatrist Victoria Irimia. Here are 
a few passages from the letter involved: 


"My name is A. C., I am an engineer by profession and for many years I 

was suffering from a psychopatic ailment known as paranoid schizophrenia.... 
After each attack, the illness worsened visibly so that 4 years ago my con- 
dition compelled me to retire for medical reasons.... Fortunately, my fa- 
mily surrounded me with indulgence and understanding but the withdrawal from 
my work collective aggarvated my disease even more.... In an extremely seri- 
ous condition I came to the medical office of Dr Victoria Irimia where I 
received an outpatient treatment. The medicine (or medicine?) injected had 
an unexpected effect.... At this point I feel perfectly healthy. I have 
resumed my act'vity with the enterprise for which I worked before I became 
ill, I take this opportunity to extend millions of thanks to my savior, 

Dr Victoria Irimia." 
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In Pitesti Municipality, at the Laboratory for Mental Hygiene, I read similar 
letters, all written and signed by former patients of Dr Victoria Irimia, Thus 
I found out that many of the authors of these statements manifested until re- 
cently -- ae proved in their medical files -- serious behavioral disturbances 
and peychopatic ailments assessed as serious or very serious. 


What is the characteristic of the treatment proposed and tested by psychia- 
triet Victoria Irimia? 


Unfortunately, our trip to the Pitesti Laboratory for Mental Hygiene did not 
provide us, to the expected extent, with an answer to the repeated questions 

as to the nature, genesis and effectiveness of the “mysterious” drug. Extreme- 
ly curteous and talkative, our hostess and interviewee, Dr Victoria I[rimia 
tried to convince us that for now one can only talk about a work hypothesis, 
that the administration of the drug only has an experimental character, that 
ite testing proceeded in conjunction with the Bucharest clinic of psychiatry 
and hence, that we will be able to have definite data only when the researchers 
will have a far ampler casuistic volume. 


At that point I explained to our interviewee that in this context the role 
of the reporter is to cancel by precise information the rumors that have be- 
gun to develop around the psychotherapeutical methods used at the Pitesti 
medical facility involved. 


In the end Dr Victoria Irimia told us the following: It is a matter of a 
unique mixture of medication with disinhibitory effects. By this treatment 
we act not only on the subject's area of affectivity but also in the area 

of his thinking process. It is not a matter of a miraculous drug that swift- 
ly eliminates the suffering, as some hastened to label it. Unfortunately, 

in peychotherapy this thing has not been possible so far. But we have ob- 
tained good and even excellent results in various serious diseases: paranoid 
schizophrenia, atypical affective psychoses, melancholia, and halucinatory 
and deliriant conditions. The patients with these illnesses, often regarded 
as irremediable, sometimes are excluded from the life of the community and 
are compelled to live isolated from society. Our medication resolves the 
firet stage in the patient's process of recovery: his becoming aware. Ex- 
tricated from the condition of unconsciousness, the patient becomes coopera- 
tive, consequently capable of listening to the doctor's advice and of bat- 
tling by himself for the clarification of his mental universe. 


[Question] What are the subsequent steps? 


[Answer] Follows hard work that involves tact and patience, but the patient, 
feeling that he is assisted, proves to be docile and submissive. Sometimes 

it is harder to battle with those who are in the patient's proximity: parents, 
relatives, work mates. More than once our actions come up against the pre- 
conceived idea that the psychopatic patient is aggressive and inclined to 
harm production activity and community life, that he mandatorily requires 
ewift and complete isolation. According to others, the psychopatic patient 

is nothing else than a lazy faker and he can only be controlled by 
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coercive measures, It is difficult to explain to such people that the mental 
patient moet often is an affectively frustrated person, that by detecting the 
peychopolluting factore the harmful sites can be extirpated and the patient 
can be guided along the path of reason and normal social activity, The causes 
which may trigger or foster thie type of ailments are very diversified, We 
cannot act directly in all cases, but we must be involved even if we only 
use advice and specialized recommendations. For instance, thanks to our in- 
volvement and thanks to our social welfare service, the managerial bodies and 
trade unim committees of major enterprises in Arges County changed the work- 
ing and housing conditions for hundreds of workere. These are prophylactic 
measures that can prevent the appearance of paychopatic illnesses or the ag- 
gravation of the existing ones. 


[Question] Let use go back to the drug which is so much talked about in your 
town. 


[Anewer) TI told you that it is a mixture of drugs and the final results 
will be known and reported only in a few months time. 


[Question] We would like to know how many serious cases have been treated 
eo far. 


[Anewer) In the county's area, approximately 2000 patients with various 
illnesses r ceived dispensary treatment. All received conventional treatment 
(known medication, electrotherapy, peycnological and biological therapy) 
and in specific cases the medication suggested and tested by our collective. 
All of them are working people. From among the patients with disability 
pensions, victims of ailments which so far had been assessed as incurable, 
39 were cured. All these resumed work in the field of production and dis- 
play 4 normal behavior. 


The figure may seem insignificant to some specialists but it indicates a 
genuine Cherapeutical miracle. Resolving such border cases, in other vords, 
changing a mental patient into « normal person, bringing light where for 


many years, darkness and lack of consciousness prevailed -- all this bears 
witness to a medical occurrence that may be assessed as an exception among 
exceptions. We could supplement our report with statemente made by 
patients who were receiving treatment at the time of our 

visit to the Laboratory for Mental Hygiene. They are 

emotional testimonies of people recently saved from the kingdom of darkness. 
But bound by an initial promise, we will provide these details only after 
the drug achieved by Dr Victoria Irimia is patented. However, we feel that 
good news in itself is a therapeutical factor even if it only is in- 
strumental in fostering the hopes of some patients or in anticipating — 

as the above report proves -- the probable appearance of some pharmaceutical 
preparations with exceptional value in the treatment of mental diseases. 
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ROMANIA 


INTERVIEW WITH ACUPUNCTURE SPECIALIST 
Bucharest FLACARA in Romanian 27 Nov 80 p 9 
[Interview with Dr C. Lonescu-Tirgoviste by N. Grigore Marasanu) 


[Text] Dr C. Lonescu-Tirgoviste is a doctor of medical sciences, project 
leader at the Clinic for Nutrition and Metabolic Diseases in Bucharest. He 
wae on specialized tours of duty in Italy, the German Democratic Republic, 
and the People's Republic of China, some of them with the focus on acupunc- 
ture, a realm in which he also gave specialized courses abroad. He also is 

a member of prestigious foreign acupuncture societies. He is the author of 
more than 170 surveys, including (in cooperation) three reference monographs. 


[Question] The work you have been conducting for several years now at the 
Clinic for Nutrition currently interlocks with research. Do you feel that 
investigation and overall use of the results is only the prerogative of 
gifted people, a passion, or the obligation of every specialist? 


[Answer] In the current context of the integration of specialized education 
with medical care and research, this last element of the triad is dialecti- 
cally mandatory. However, I make a distinction between the obligativity that 
resulte from vocation and conscience and formal obligetivity, based on mere 
completion of more or less unique and necessary projects, laid down in a 
particular work plan. In this light, the status of research at the Clinic 

for Nutrition and Metabolic Diseases is somehow privileged, because our col- 
lective and each individual member have asserted themselves, depending on 
possibilities, domestically and internationally. Our recent Congress on Nu- 
trition and Metabolic Diseases made it possible for a collective with 

a high-standard potential in research, to sail into the specialized scienti- 
fic world. Amto confirm my statement I would recall a few of the accomplish- 
mente of our collective: bringing under 1 percent, from 15 percent, the death 
rate caused by diabetic coma, extending the average survival time of diabetic 
children, impressively reducing the cardiovascular complications in patients 
with dyslipidemia, registered at the Center for Nutrition and Metabolic Dis- 
eases, developing unique therapeutical procedures recognized as priorities 
internationally, initiating prospective investigations on preventing diabetes 
mellitus, and so forth. 
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[Question] In the same context, please assess the extent to which college 
etudies and training aleo shape the would-be spectaliat for research, 


{[Anewer] The Romanian higher medical school can pride iteelf with high-caliber 
practitioners, who can cope with the etrictest demande of medical service. 





What can be reproacted © it and what even hae been reproached more than once 
to it by medical personalities and by former graduates is rigid conserva- 
toriem, epecifically in terme of curricula that have been unchanged for many 
decades now. This also accounte for the absence, that has been noticed for 
many years now, of the discipline of nutrition and metabolic diseases from 
the instructional program of higher medical education. 


Far more deficient, in the context of medical ecience and practice, is the 
training for research of the prospective specialist during college years. 
While supervising the diploma projects of some graduates I realized that 

they did not even master the alphabet of scientific research. Thies kind of 
precise methodology is acyuired under the competent guidance and etrict super- 
vision of a teacher, he himself an authority in the field. Unfortunately, it 
is seldom that the passion of a student to conduct research, not only to be- 
come 4 narrow, common practitioner, meets the generosity of a master with 

the sense of perepective. 


(Question) You aleo use acupuncture, 4 therapeutical method that has more 
and more frequently been used in this country, as almost everywhere in the 
civilized world. As °lso one of ite acknowledged promoters internationally, 
what is your view os to the current stage and etatus of Romanian acupuncture? 


[Anewer] My firet contact with acupuncture occurred in my student years and 
my initiator in this field wae Dr Ion Bratu who, at that time, was working 
at the rheumatology center, a ecientist whose laborious activity focused at- 
tention on thie method of treatment at home and abroad. Surprised at the 
therapeutical effects, sometimes unexpectedly good in many ailments, and en- 
couraged in this field by academician Stefan Milcu and the late outstanding 
academician Aurel Moga, I continued my activity so that concurrently with 
the general assertion of Romanian acupuncture, I had the opportunity of 
publishing in almost all the prestigious specialized publications in the 
world, of participating in outetending international events devoted to this 
topic, and also géve lectures and even courses abroad. But I am chiefly gra- 
tified for the assertion of this old and constantly effective therapeutical 
method in the area of Romanian medicine, this in spite of some reservations 
and even opposition at the beginning. Actually, Romania is the first European 
country where thie therapeutical method was officially accepted (1959) and 
aleo the country where «a number of priorities of the field were confirmed, 

a fact that pointe out the prestigious input of recognized specialists 

such as Prof N. N. Gheorghiu, Dr Traian Craciun or Dr D. Constantin. As far 
as I am concerned, in addition to the current assignment to give advance- 
ment courses in acupuncture organized by the specialized center of the Mi- 
nietry of Health, I have been lately involved with applying this procedure 
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in metabolic diseases (obesity, dyelipidemia, some forma of polweuritia), 
and determining some analogies between the traditional concept and the modern 
concept on phyelological nutrition, 


(Question) And in conclueton, in your view, whet should be done to make the 
dial@ with the ecientific world ae fruitful ae possible for us, Romanians’ 


[Anewer] Romania's international assertion in the scientific field is one 
of the chief duties of our research workers. The absence of Romanian sur~- 
veye from thie kind of scientific confrontation can only be regarded as an 
abdication from the fulfillment of thie sacred duty. Unforcunately, some- 
times, one is aleo placed in this kind of situation by some restrictions of 
the Minietry of Education and Inetruction which for college etaff limits 
participation to the period of vacation, despite the fact that it te con- 
tained in the firm cooperation plan of the Romanian Academy or the National 
Council for Science and Technology. Confident as I am that scandalous for- 
feitures of certain credite can no longer occur now, as did occur when the 
Nobel Prize was awarded to researchers other that the actual holder of pater- 
nity in the discovery of insulin, the great Romanian scientist Paulescu, I 
cannot help, however, remarking that we still witness the transfer of some 
results of Romanian research to the scientific patrimony of other countries. 
While the first and finest memory of my scientific debut internationally 

ie tied to the fact that the Romanian flag was waving on the facade of the 
atately building which housed the meeting where I was giv‘ag a report, I 
wtsh that under thie flag, dear to our heart and highly honored in the world, 
we may assert all that is more valuable to us and worthy of the national 


genius. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


WEST GERMAN COMMENT ON DIVERGENT VIEWS ON DISSIDENCE 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 9 Jan 81 p 10 


[Report by Viktor Meier: "On One Side Ribicic, on the Other Dolanc--Differing 
Voices in Yugoslavia") 


[Text] Ljubljana, January 1981--Poor economic conditions cause poor political 
conditions; it is time for the Yugoslave to start some rethinking. That is the 
tenor of a remarkable interview given recently by Mitja Ribicic, chairman of the 
Popular Front in Slovenia, to the Zagreb magazine START. The Yugoslavs should not 
be so sensitive toward differing opinions, said this politician, heretofore 
classified ae rather dogmatic. The "press hostile toward Yugoslavia" was being 
regarded as a matter of national security and a matter for the Ministry of the 
Interior. That was nonsense; communists should not be afraid of confrontations in 
the political-ideological field. 


Ribicic criticized the vehement attacks in Yugoslavia against Djilas' book about 
Tito published abroad, though no one in the country had had the opportunity to find 
out what Djilas actually had written. The situation was similar in the case of the 
exile press; while it was not necessary to hawk those journals in the street, they 
at least ought to be available for scholarly purposes. 


Concerning policy, Ribicic remarked that some leading people understandably had been 
in something like shock after Tito's illness and his death. Many necessary measures 
had thus been postponed. During the time of Tito's illness the unity in the country 
had been complete, but now people were starting to wonder, "What now?" This is 
where opinions differed. While the Yugoslav working class was not asking whether 
there was a way other than self-administration, it was wondering how the system 
should be administered. Some people continued to favor a “policy of the easy line,” 
with inflation and simply continuing to muddle through, as well as administrative 
measures--which was simpler--while others, wanting to get down to the root of the 
trouble, were no longer willing to share the burden with those working poorly. The 
stabilization program was constituting a line of separation. Perhaps also having 

in mind differences between Slovenia and other republics, Ribicic even said he was 
not at all unhappy about foreign countries no longer wanting to extend credit to 
Yugoslavia. Thie would at long last force people to think again and to change a 
number of things. 
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Ribicic, who at one time himself held the office of Yugoslav prime miniater, enjoying 
little support in the process, criticizes the work of the Pederal Executive Council, 
the Yugoslav government. He says the government is forming no strong entity capable 
of action but rather a group of people "fighting like cate and dogs." He does not 
mean to imply that Prime Minister Djuranovic should resign but only that the govern- 
ment should form an entity considering iteelf responsible for all of Yugoslavia's 
territory. 


Ribicic's interview appears to have caused little joy among leading Yugoslav officials. 
Ribicic himself saw fit to weaken some of his language ex post facto in BORBA, but 
he did not take back any of his theses. 


One cannot say that developments in Yugoslavia are at present taking the kind of 
course Ribicic would like them to take. The last session of the Central Committee 
in early December in Belgrade created the impression of a frightened attempt to 
remain at all costes on the orderly tracks of bureaucratic thinking. It was striking 
how much weight is being conceded to the medium-term development plan until 1985, 
now in the draft stage, as an instrument of economic policy. This does not quite 
fit in with the assurances that the market forces and free initiative are to be 
given greater scope in the future. 


Another thing that was striking was the efforts of the officials to stay within 

the existing system under all circumstances. Changes in the system--this is evidently 
the demand from opposition or simply independently thinking circles that is causing 
the present leadership the greatest discomfiture. Dolanc made himself the 

spokeaman of these fears when he labeled all those who wanted to make changes, with- 
out distinction, as enemies, regardless of whether these changes were to affect the 
economic system, the customs of cultural life or even the penal code. 


The stands taken by Dolanc and the responsible Popular Front organization in Belgarde 
for the time being have frustrated administratively the attempts by intellectuals 

to also create a tribune for nonconformist opinions by founding new journals. These 
attempts were made at two placee--in Slovenia by intellectuals of the most varied 
orientations and in Belgrade by the writer Dobrica Cosic and philosophy professor 
Ljubomir Tadic, who has now been dismissed for good. At both places it was not a 
question of wanting to create organs of oppositionist orientation; rather, the 

new publications were to be in the nature of free tribunes. 


Dolanc resorted to simplifying labels, saying that the journal JAVNOST(Public) 
planned in Belgrade by Cosic and Tadic was an organ with a "Chetnik mentality,” 
and the Slovene publication a "Catholic" paper. Actually Cosic was not with the 
nationalist Serbian Chetniks during the war but with the communist partisans, even 
ae political commissar. Slovenes too found the justification strange. Only a few 
of the initiators think along Catholic lines. Besides, there already are some 
Catholic journals in Slovenia, though they may be distributed only in churches or 
by subscription. 


One gets the impression that the regime is on the defensive here. In Slovenia, 
the thread of dialog does not appear to have been cut; cautious attempts are 
continuing there to find a solution. In Belgrade, Cosic and Tadic have stated 
openly that they do not want to put up with the veto. 
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The trial of the two Zagreb intellectuale Gotovac and Tudjman, which is primarily 
using evidence forcibly taken from foreign journaliatse by way of police arrest, 

will place Yugoslavia even further among those countries which come to international 
attention not only because of constant economic problema but above all by repressive 
measures against free speech. Ribicic's interview with START shows, however, that 
there are persons in the leadership who think differently. 
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YUGOSLAV LA 


PROFESSOR TOMOVIC QUERIED ON PROBLEMS OF SELF~MANAGEMENT 


Belgrade NEDELJNE INFORMATIVNE NOVINE in Serbo-Croatian No 1562, 7 Dec 80 
pp 9-10, 12 


[Interview with Dr Rajko Tomovic, professor at the School of Electrical En- 
gineering of Belgrade University, by Jug Grizelj: "Our Power To Make Deci- 
sions Depends on How Much We Know"] 


[Text] NIN would have interviewed Dr Rajko Tomovic, full professor in the 
School of Electrical Engineering in Belgrade, in its series of interviews 
on consensus even if a few days ago he had not won the AVNOJ [Antifascist 
Council of the National Liberation of Yugoslavia] Prize "for work and cre- 
ativity of general significance to the development of the Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia." That is why this interview with Professor Tomovic 
was not congratulatory. Alongside Professor Tomovic's name the AVNOJ Prize 
Committee stated that he “had committed himself particularly to seeking an- 
swers to the question of what the most sophisticated technology means for 
our country and for its road to socialism.” And that is precisely the 
topic we are interested in. 


[Question] Many of those whom NIN has interviewed on the topic of consen- 
sus and the phenomenon of the partialization and closing-off of the Yugo- 
slav market have said that many of these problems would not have arisen, 
not at least in such an acute form, if self-management had been carried out 
more consistently, from the base, and if associated labor had had stronger 
positions both in planning and also in making decisions on the essential 
questions of development. We are all likewise witnesses of a defective and 
outdated information system, and that applies to the flow of information in 
both directions. From forums to the citizens and from the citizens to fo- 
rums and delegate centers of decisionmaking. To what extent are all these 
defective aspects inherent in such a broad system of decisionmaking, and to 
what extent are they the consequences of the imperfect nature of technol- 


ogy? 


[Anewer) The problem of information, of contacts, of communication in gen- 
eral is altogether subject to solution from the technical standpoint. The 
time of the courier, communication by wire, wireless communication, and 
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mail service ia far behind ue: we live in the era of the satellite tele- 
communication syatem which te able to supply information at any moment to 
any point of our planet, our country in particular. There also exist very 
effective systems for making decisions with the aid of computer networks 
whose inpute and outputs allow for two-way communication (terminals). 


However, thie is not merely a problem of technology. It is a question of 
the overall science--technology--society relationship viewed from the 
standpoint of the transformation of society. It is true that the discus- 
sions of this topic have not so far had a very wide public response, since 
they have mainly been conducted in restricted groups. It is a fact, how- 
ever, that the problem of using technology in the development of social re- 
lations is imposing itself more and more as a most important question of 
development, not only the development of our society, but even, I would 
say, the development of all societies in the world. 


As for the part of your question concern ng extent and defectiveness, the 
following should be emphasized: self-maragement as a social relation which 
implies, as the very word saye, management of oneself, is actually a model 
of society which cannot be imagined without complete and efficient informa- 
tion and communication in both directions. I would even say that self-man- 
agement wo ld have been equivalent to More's Utopia before present-day 
telecommunication systems were invented! 


[Question] How do you account, then, for the assertion of some foreigners 
that self-management is a good thing, but inefficient? 


|Anewer) Remarks of that kind are not to be taken seriously by anyone with 
some familiarity of the present moment in the world's social development. 
It is the other way about. I would say that by attempting to develop new 
methods of human relations both in production and in public affaire Yugo- 
Slavia has to y assumed responsibility for contributing to resolution of 
the crisis wh ch is tearing the entire world asunder. Even many of our own 
people are not aware that it is the self-management we have set as a goal, 
with more or less success and the right solution, is a position which can 
again bring Yugoslavia, just as in 1941 and 1948, to mention only those two 
dates--into the front ranks of progress. 


The development of technology in the world, that is, has seriously called 
into question both production and also management of social flows on the 
basis of traditional subordination, the role of the elite, and subordina- 
tion in the production process. Just as production can no longer be imag- 
ined without teamwork and without broad participation of all the workers in 
decisionmaking and creativity, so it is no longer possible to conduct pub- 
lic affairs anywhere on elitist foundations and through forums. Everything 
that we see today, and which often is not altogether clear to us as a mani- 
festation (student unrest, ferment in trade union movements, conflicts in 
reforms of education, and so on) is nothing other than a reflection of out- 
dated methods of managing the economy and of conducting the business of the 
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government. When I say that the Yugoslav model bears great responsibility 
and has an important opportunity to contribute to the universal challenge 
consisting of the demand for participation in decisionmaking in production 
and in society, I am referring to the fact that it is inherent in societies 
based on private ownership or on state ownership to foster and maintain the 
role of narrow centers of power and forums which have their own channels of 
information, their own channels for gathering data and opinions. 


(Question) Let us return to our specific topic: consensus. You recently 
said in a discussion that it is no accident that it is difficult to achieve 
agreements in the fields of petroleum, the automobile industry, electronics 
and certain other fields. Why is this not accidental? 


[Answer] Take the example of the unified Yugoslav market. I think it is 
quite clear that even the most ordinary Yugoslav citizen is aware that to a 
large extent our difficulties are the result of construction of expensive 
systems which parallel one another and are not connected, systems which are 
developing autarkically, closing themselves off in the boundaries of their 
own influence. The rule has been, and there were no exceptions, that mat- 
ters were first taken ‘to the point of no return,” and only then was the 
public informed and were the opinions of the direct producers sought. If 
there is any question at all as to whether the proper decisionmakers, indi- 
vidual citizens and associated labor, could have been informed and con- 
sulted before the decisions were made which took matters to the point of no 
return, then the answer is yes. Of course they could have been informed if 
the intention had been there, at least from the technical standpoint. 


Difficulties in conclusion of agreements among the republics and provinces 
are another example. It is certain that it is unacceptable for anything 
which is not in the interest of each of Yugoslavia's republics and prov- 
inces to become the interest of Yugoslavia, but it is also certain that in 
the closed circles in which attempts are made to reach agreement in the ab- 
sence of the public decisionmaking becomes both much more difficult and 
frequently very questionable as well. That is why it is no accident that 
agreements have for so long a time been lacking concerning the petroleum 
industry, or that there is a great deal of foreign technology in the auto- 
mobile industry, in electronics.... The datum that it is easier for us to 
establish links concerning key technologies with many multinational compa- 
nies and, I would add, certainly with government-owned corporations than to 
agree among ourselves should arouse our serious concern. Even in these 
cases I am certain that the situation in which we have found ourselves is 
opposed to the real interests of associated labor. However, it has not had 
the information; accordingly, it has been unable even to communicate its 
opinion about some project it knew nothing about. 


[Question] So you, then, just like the subjects of our previous interviews 
in this survey, take the view that associated labor at the base (with the 
exception of the top levels) has not been in a position to make decisions 
on certain key issues. How is this to be explained in a society whose 
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model, as you yourself have said, presupposes the broadest participation of 
the working people and citizens in decisionmaking? 


[Answer] If the facts which have been mentioned and others unmentioned are 
accurate, then we truly are imperatively faced with a delicate and crucial 
question: the preconditions for self-management sre here, but are not be- 
ing taken advantage of. Why? We have already answered in the affirmative 
the question of whether it is technically possible to provide systematic 
information, contacts, large-scale opinion research and decisionmaking in 
both directions: yes, technical capabilities are no obstacle whatsoever. 
We thus obtain at least part of the answer which suggests the conclusion 
that power relations, inertia and the actual power of restricted groups are 
the reasons (if we also add the traditional bureaucratic mentality of the 
civil servant) behind the set of circumstances that have prevented self- 
managemert decisionmaking from having the depth presupposed by our essen- 
tial commitments and declarations. 


[Question] Give us a model that is possible and feasible today of a two- 
way information system and of a two-way decisionmaking system as well. 
Take, say, the example of a local community with respect, say, to adoption 
of the medium-term plan, so that this is not a formal acceptance, as is now 
frequently the case, when in general the news reports are an elaboration of 
generalities.... 


[Answer] First of all, there are two things I must say: first, in my in- 
volvement for a long time now on the development of information systems in 
self-management I have come to the conclusion that all the blame should not 
be put on the balance of power in society, but that we must take as our 
points of departure our general economic and technological status as well 
as our standard of living, and that copying the rest of the world and a di- 
rect transfer of information systems from other places will not be of much 
help. Even if we wanted a direct transfer, we would not have the money to 
pay for such expensive technology. Second: in order to introduce an in- 
formation system that is technologically more up-to-date, new personnel 
have to be trained with a different approach and different way of thinking, 
and a far more democratic climate has to be created in the direction of 
self-management decisionmaking. Application of technology in present-day 
society does not depend solely on top-level technical experts and global 
commitments, this is a collective creative act by all of us and a most far- 
reaching act of creativity. But there is no creativity if personnel have 
been trained to a mediocre standard and have the orientation of bureau- 
crats. Allow me to quote a part of Lenin's idea expressed in a letter to 
Bukharin in 1921: “If you expel from the party all the people who are in- 
telligent, but not altogether obedient, and you keep the obedient fools, it 
is quite certain that you will bring the party to ruin." I would only add 
that in such a situation it will never be possible to use technology for 
the self-management transformation of society. 
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As for democratization, eo that there is no misunderstanding, I will also 
be clear on this point: I feel that the new way of using technology to hu- 
manize people's lives and decisionmaking without manipulation necessitates 
a radical rejection of all forms of imposed monolithism behind which there 
is disunity. Soctety at the present moment faces alternatives, not models 
which are unacceptable. It also necessitates authentic equality of every- 
one in expressing their dilemmas and proposals, so that each individual can 
be discussed, not only his ©» atements, but also his way of life, his con- 
sistency and his personal ethics. Forums may not be untouchable with re- 
spect to democratic discussion concerning a man's character, responsibility 
and creativity. 


You ask how it might look even today in some local community in Belgrade? 

I will take a Belgrade . cal community as an example since we in Belgrade 
are now near the end of introducing an information system, a data bank able 
to answer many relevant questions related to the city's development. In- 
stead of expensive and incomprehensible reports, which are at the same time 
voluminous and often written in a confusing way, all citizens in the local 
community, when their opinion is being sought on some issue, can use their 
own terminal to put any specific question, with all the alternatives, to 
which they could obtain an answer. In one second the citizens !n a partic- 
ular local community would learn the kind of connection they would have to 
Zemun if they consent to construction of the subway, and what sort of con- 
nection they would have if new streetcar lines are built, exactly how much 
this would cost every worker in associated labor and every retired person 
when these investment projects were completed, and so on, and so on. At 
the same moment when they press the button they would also know when the 
clinical center will be ready, how much it would cost them if they pass an 
optional local contribution and invested their money to complete it ear- 
lier, to what extent that clinical center will correct the situation in 

the city, what specifically is to be done so that it will be better, and 
how much that will cost, and so on. At the same time, every citizen in the 
local community could express his opinion through that same information 
system, an opinion which otherwise is sought by law, and to take a specific 
position, which also might be statistically recorded. 


[Question] Does this mean that technical advances in contemporary communi- 
cations, say, make it possible to record at any moment how citizens feel 
concerning any particular issue? 


[Answer] It certainly does. Indeed in certain countries we have already 
been able to see this even now. Haven't public opinion research institu- 
tions before elections in certain large countries of Europe and the world 
furnished accurate estimates of the ultimate outcome of the election? 


[Question] You mean to say that this system of information as described 
for a local community in Belgrade which you have just been talking about 
could be set up tomorrow? 
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[Anewer] As a practical matter, yes. The existing technology can be ex- 
clusively oriented toward improvement of flows of information and decision- 
making within the administration. It can also be turned toward the citi- 
zens. But the question which you have put goes much deeper: using tech- 
nology to open the way to local communities and organizations of associate . 
labor along the line extending from the administration to the citizens an 
the working people. This possibility has been incorporated into the Bel- 
grade information system. The question now is no longer one of technolog 
or administration, but a question of all the political factors as to 
whether a profound transformation will be accomplished in the direction you 
suggest. 


(Question] A few years ago Kardelj cited in a frank discussion in a local 
community an interesting example as to how he saw the functioning of the 
delegate system in practice. He said: under the ideal conditions of the 
Yugoslav self-management delegate system, every citizen in the local commu- 
nity would decide on the kind of relations Yugoslavia is to have with Swe- 
den and with Japan. Is that possible, at least as a vision? 


[Answer] Our entire political thought, and its vision above all, have been 
conceived along those lines. Whether this will be done by our model of 
self-management or by some other better and different model is not a ques- 
tion which has importance to history. It is a fact that we have created a 
model of society in which the technological and social conditions converge 
for management of both production and society and in which the citizens 
will decide from the local community and basic organization of associated 
labor all the way to the Federation. There is no dispute, then, as to 
whether the technical capabilities of present-day communications can be ap- 
plied in our system of self-management, but rather the question is whether 
the technical capabilities are to be put at the service of self-management 
transformation, and not just in declarations, since we have already done 
this as far as declarations go. The main question is to overcome the atti- 
tude of the civil servant, the attitude of the bureaucrat, the attitude of 
the forum, and to put all the creative forces in society at the service of 
carrying out those declarations. 


At this moment it is clear that we have not crossed the "boundary of 
dreams,"' and therefore the question which NIN has put to me and to other 
participants in this survey is quite ficting and logical: Now that we have 
all the conditions for self-management, why is self-management not consid- 
erably better than it has been in the past? I would say that the answer is 
not simple, but I would also say that we should be persistent and consis- 
tent in seeking it. One thing is certain: present-day technology is no 
obstacle. Consequently, the causes should be sought in society. 
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